
 

 

 

What is MSCHE,  
and Why are We 
Performing a Self-
Study? 

MSCHE (Middle States Com-

mission on Higher Education) 

is a voluntary, non-governmen-

tal association that defines, 

maintains, and promotes edu-

cational excellence. MSCHE’s 

purpose is to ensure that insti-

tutions of higher education are 

financially sound, follow gov-

ernment regulations, provide a 

quality student learning experi-

ence, meet expected learning 

outcomes, and maintain inte-

grated assessment practices to 

ensure continual improvement. 

MSCHE reviews its members on 

an 8-year cycle, and requires an 

in-depth Self-Study, including a 

review and assessment of all ar-

eas of institutional governance, 

structure, processes, policies, 

practices, finances, student ser-

vices, academic programming, 

and institutional priorities and 

planning. 

For more information, visit: 

https://dunwoodie.edu/msche-

reaccreditation-cycle 

Open Zoom Session 

You are invited to learn more 

about this process directly from 

the SJS MSCHE Liaison, Dr. 

Melissa Hardin. Join the Zoom 

meeting on April 8th at 2:15 PM: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

83390631565 

   

 

 

December 2021 Board Meeting 

 The St. Joseph’s Seminary and College Board 

of Trustees is the governing body of of the in-

stitution, and convenes in Dunwoodie every 

December and May to discuss committee and 

directorial reports, and consider any and all 

resolutions presented for vote. 

The Board of Trustees meeting convened on 

December 16, 2021, at which the following re-

ports were submitted: 

• Rector’s Report 

• Vice Rector’s Report 

• Dean of Admissions Report 

• Office of the Permanent Diaconate Report 

• Academic Dean’s Report 

• Corrigan Memorial Library Report 

• Dean of Seminarian’s Report 

• Office of Psychological Services Report 

• Spiritual Formation Program Report 

• Pastoral Formation/Field Education Pro-

gram Report 

• Buildings and Grounds Report 

• Finance Office Report 

• Assessment and Accreditation Report 

___________________ 

Resolutions presented and dis-

cussed: 

• Create Board of Trustees webpage 

[APPROVED] 

• Revise By-Laws to create a “Board Devel-

opment Committee” [APPROVED] 

NEW WEBPAGE 

To support governance transparency, the Board 

unanimously approved the creation of a new Board 

of trustees webpage on the SJS website:  

https://dunwoodie.edu/sjs-board-of-trustees  

NEW BOARD COMMITTEE 

The May 2021 Board Self-Evaluation Survey iden-

tified a need to improve tracking of Board compo-

sition, develop a more robust on-boarding process, 

and provide on-going opportunities for continuing 

education. To answer these needs, the SJS By-Laws 

are being revised to create a new standing commit-

tee (a “Board Development Committee”) tasked 

with these duties. 

BOARD MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 

The Board welcomed its newest member, Bishop 

Luis M. Romero Fernandez, MId, and thanked the 

outgoing member Bishop Richard Henning, STD 

for for his many years of service. 
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SPECIAL THANKS 

We would like to give special thanks to 

Mrs. Mary Broglie, recently retired Execu-

tive Assistant to the Rector, and long-time 

coordinator of the Board of Trustees meet-

ings and reports. Mary dedicated 24 years 

of service to SJS, working with 5 different 

rectors, and will be truly missed. Her pro-

fessionalism, kindness, and incredible in-

stitutional memory will be impossible to 

replace. Thank you, Mary, for all your 

many contributions to the success of St. 

Joseph’s Seminary. 
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

How will we build the Strategic 
Plan? 

We began the new cycle of strategic planning by 

surveying the Seminary community in Fall 2021. 

We reached out to 659 individuals (249 students, 

332 alumni, 19 board members, 41 faculty and 21 

staff members). 629 invitations were successful 

(not blocked or bounced), and 234 of these indi-

viduals completed the survey. This gave us a 

healthy response rate of 37%. Respondents were 

very candid in their responses, giving us a great 

deal of insight and information to guide institu-

tional decision-making. 

The survey asked what you love about SJS, what 

challenges you may have encountered while here, 

what recommendations you have for improve-

ment or additional programming, and how you 

would rate various institutional priorities. The 

leading priority among all respondents is increas-

ing Seminary visibility. 

 

STRATEGIC PLAN TRANSITION 
Strategic Plan Wrap-
Up and Renewal 

SJS wrapped up its five-year 

2016 Strategic Plan in Fall 2021. 

Steering Committee members 

met to review the plan’s goals 

and action items line-by-line, to 

determine status and continued 

relevancy (see summary chart 

by category to the right). 

Overall, we completed 60% of 

our 2016 Strategic Plan action 

items, and another 22% remain 

priorities that we will continue 

to pursue. The remaining 18% of 

the action items were discontin-

ued due to financial constraints 

or a determination based on fur-

ther research. 

Completed goals include (but 

are not limited to) the installa-

ton of Zoom technology and 

mobile Zoom carts across the 

campuses,  the installation of 15 

ADA guest rooms and an ADA 

elevator, further development of 

student and faculty assessment 

procedures, the design and im-

plementation of a Board of 

Trustees assessment process, 

and  various building renova-

tionss including the improve-

ment of  Seminary WiFi, fire 

protection systems, and air-con-

ditioning systems. 

CLOSING THE LOOP 

Collecting feedback is one thing, 

but using what we learn is what 

truly matters. In this instance, 

one of the most resounding 

messages we received from the 

community is a need for im-

proved communication. This 

newsletter was created in direct 

response to your feedback. For-

ward going, we will be issuing a 

newsletter each Fall and Spring 

semester, in conjunction with 

the Board of Trustees meetings. 

Suggestions for SJSNews top-

ics? Email: 

SJSNews@dunwoodie.edu 
 

SURVEY RESULTS 

Who responded to the Institutional Priorities 

survey? 
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SJS NUMBERS TO KNOW 

NOTEWORTHY 

10 Years of Partner-
ship! 

November 4th, the Feast of St. 

Charles Borromeo, marked the 

10th anniversary of the partner-

ship among the three down-

state seminaries: St Joseph’s 

Seminary and College, the 

Seminary of the Immaculate 

Conception and Cathedral 

Seminary. This vital partner-

ship also led the the formation 

of the Borromeo Council and 

the Sacred Heart Institute. 

Upgraded Space 

Thanks to a $50,000 grant 

from the Lilly Endowment 

Inc.’s Pathways Initiative, the 

SJS Prayer Hall has been up-

graded to enable the space for 

large scale hybrid (in-person 

and online) training events. 

Our first such event, the March 

5th symposium entitled “The 

Forgotten Catechists: Strength-

ening Parents as Faith Forma-

tors,” was a collaborative effort 

with the Archdiocese of New 

York’s Youth Faith Formation 

Office. 

Car Raffle 

Our 125th Anniversary fund-

raising efforts included a car 

raffle, thanks to Sal Ervolino of 

Trinity Automotive. Our semi-

narians contributed to the raf-

fle’s success by visiting local 

parishes and selling raffle tick-

ets. The raffle raised $100,000. 

The winning ticket was drawn 

on December 5, 2021. The win-

ner was one of our own, the sis-

ter of an adjunct faculty 

member. 

Our 125th Anniversary Celebration 

This academic year has been all 

about the celebration of the Semi-

nary’s 125th anniversary.  

On September 16th, Cardinal Do-

lan, joined by Bishop DiMarzio 

and Bishop Barres, led a gathering 

of approximately 300 participants 

in an opening Mass followed by a 

barbecue and seminarian-alumni 

softball game. Since the weather 

was in question we set up the BBQ 

both in the Cloister and in the out-

side courtyard. Our guests had the 

chance to enjoy the full beauty of 

our main building and grounds. 

On October 1st, Dr. Scott Hahn lec-

tured before a full auditorium on 

the figure of St. Joseph and the 

Eucharist. As usual, he combined 

academic insights and spiritual 

points for an edifying and enter-

taining talk. 

Dr. Hahn has become a good 

friend to SJS; this is the third time 

he lectured here in the last 10 

years. 

 

We then celebrated with our 

annual Advent and Christmas 

Concert performed by our 

schola cantorum and led by 

Dr. Jennifer Donelson, Direc-

tor of Sacred Music. The con-

cert was held in the Main 

Chapel on December 4th and 

5th, and captured the spirit of 

Advent and Christmas by fea-

turing classic Christmas and 

Advent music. Our guests en-

joyed a prayerful afternoon of 

song and refreshments.  

For our second anniversary 

lecture on February 3rd, the 

world-renowned biblical 

scholar and priest of the Arch-

diocese, Msgr. John Meier, 

delivered a talk reviewing his 

magnum opus, A Marginal 

Jew. The audience was 

treated to an erudite and 

wide-ranging discussion about 

his long-term effort to de-

scribe Jesus using historical 

methodology. 

Our 125th Anniversary celebra-

tions will culminate on March 

24th with a Closing Mass at Dun-

woodie and a Gala at the X20 

Xaviars restaurant in Yonkers. 

We will present our newly in-

augerated Founders Medal to 

His Eminence Edwin F. Cardi-

nal O’Brien. Cardinal O’Brien is 

our former rector, the Arch-

bishop Emeritus of Baltimore, 

and the Grand Master Emeritus 

of the Equestrian Order of the 

Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem. 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

will be offered at 4:30 p.m. in 

our Chapel, and a reception will 

follow in the Refectory for 

guests not attending the sold-

out Gala.  To attend the Mass 

and Reception, please RSVP by 

March 18th - Click Here.  

 

 
 

The number of seminarians to be ordained as priests in 2022. 

The number of seminarian-theologians currently in formation 

for the priesthood. 

The number of Permanent Diaconate candidates currently 

pursuing graduate studies. 

The number of printed books in the Corrigan Memorial Li-

brary collection. 

 

 

8 

62 

89 

90,162 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/st-josephs-seminary-125th-anniversary-closing-mass-and-reception-tickets-292777073107
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WELCOME! 

The Seminary welcomes the following new adjunct faculty members: 

 Father Alessandro da Luz, STL Sacramental Theology 

 Father Brian Graebe, STD Dogmatic Theology 

 Mary Ann Miller, PhD English Literature 

Contemporary Catholic Poetry 

 Father Ryan Muldoon, STL Ecumenism and Interreligious 

Dialogue 

 Alice Ramos, PhD Philosophy 

 Father Richard Smith, PhD Historical Theology 

 Father Carlos Velasquez, STL (cand.) Liturgical Theology 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S NEW? 

NEW CERTIFICATE  In 2021, St. Joseph’s ob-

tained approval from NY State and our accreditors 

to offer a Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Theol-

ogy. This new 18-credit certificate program opens 

up graduate studies in Theology to individuals who 

do not have a masters degree and do not wish to 

pursue the 39-credit MATheo. 

ONLINE PROGRAMS  The MA in Theology, 

Post-Baccalaureate Certificate, and Post-Master’s 

Certificate programs, are available in a fully syn-

chronous online format. Students may register from 

anywhere in the world and pursue their degree from 

home. Advertising for this new program format be-

gan Summer 2021 (Catholic New York, The Tablet, 

Long Island Catholic, National Catholic Register, 

First Things, America, US Catholic). We currently 

have 14 students enrolled in our online programs. 

NC-SARA MEMBERSHIP  Online programming 

is now possible due to technology (Zoom, Populi, 

online library services, etc.) and a new institutional 

membership with NC-SARA (the National Council 

for State Authorization Reciprocity Agreements). 

This agreement grants St. Joseph’s the authority to 

accept students from outside New York, bypassing 

cumbersome and varied out-of-state education poli-

cies requiring separate applications and authoriza-

tion fees for each state. 

ATLA RECIPROCAL BORROWING 

PROGRAM  Now that we are a member of the 

ATLA (American Theological Library Association) 

Reciprocal Borrowing Program, our students across 

the country have on-campus library access and bor-

rowing privileges at the 128 member theological li-

braries. Current access to member libraries may be 

limited due to each institution's COVID policies, so 

advanced planning is required to find a library open 

to outside students until restrictions are over. 

https://www.dunwoodie.edu/atla-reciporical-borrow-

ing-program 

ZOOM 1-ON-1 LIBRARY REFERENCE 

SESSIONS  The librarians at each campus provide 

synchronous demonstrations of our resources,  give 

tailored research sessions for course paper research, 

answer general questions, and provide citation as-

sistance for our students. To schedule a session, 

please visit the Zoom subsection on the library web-

site and fill out the appointment form. 

www.dunwoodie.edu/zoom-reference 

 

201 Seminary Ave. 

Yonkers, NY 10704 

914 968 6200  

www.dunwoodie.edu 

EVENTS 

MARCH 

 March 1-15 SJS Campus Climate Survey 

 March 5 “The Forgotten Catechists: 

Strengthing Parents as Faith Formators” 

 March 24 125th Anniversary Closing Mass and Gala 

 March 25 – April 3 4th Year Seminarian Pilgrimage to Rome 

MAY 

 May 12 SJS Commencement 2022 

  SJS Board of Trustees Meeting 

 May 14 Camden Priesthood Ordination  

 May 21 Diocese of Bridgeport Transitional Diaconate Ordination 

 May 28 Priesthood Ordination (Franciscan Friars) 

JUNE 

 June 11  Priesthood Ordination, Piarist Fathers, Puerto Rico 

 June 18 Archdiocese of NY Permanent Diaconate Ordination 

Diocese of Rockville Centre Priesthood Ordination 
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