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A Brief History of the  
Inter-Diocesan Partnership

I n November of 2011, Timothy Cardinal Dolan 

(Archbishop of New York), Most Reverend Nicholas 

DiMarzio (Bishop of Brooklyn) and Most Reverend  

William Murphy (Bishop of Rockville Centre) signed a Joint 

Operating Agreement that pledged the cooperation of the 

three Catholic dioceses of the downstate New York region 

in a single program of graduate-level priestly formation at 

Saint Joseph’s Seminary. Subsequently, in March of 2012, 

a Memorandum of Understanding was signed by the 

three Ordinaries which resulted in the aggregation of all 

diocesan Masters Degree programs, faculty and students 

across all three dioceses to Saint Joseph’s Seminary. Since 

2013, Saint Joseph’s Seminary has served as the single 

degree-granting institution for all diocesan sponsored 

Masters Degree Programs in lower New York State.

Saint Joseph’s Seminary presently offers four degree 

programs: the Master of Divinity degree (M.Div.) and the 

Bachelor in Sacred Theology degree (S.T.B.) to seminarians at 

the main campus in Yonkers (Dunwoodie); the Master of 

Arts in Theology degree (M.A.Theology) to seminarians, 

candidates for the Permanent Diaconate, lay men and wom-

en, religious and clergy at campuses in Yonkers, Huntington, 

Douglaston and Poughkeepsie; and the Master of Arts in 

Catholic Philosophical Studies (M.A.C.P.S.) in Douglaston.

By utilizing the resources, professors and personnel from 

the three sending dioceses, the Administration and Faculty 

of Saint Joseph’s Seminary strive to provide the best theo-

logical and ministerial education and training possible to 

all of its students at all locations and to serve the Church 

as a center of Catholic learning and thought for the entire 

downstate New York region. 
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Dear Friends of 
Saint Joseph’s  
Seminary, 

 

Welcome to the first edition  

of the Dunwoodie Disciple. 

When you think about it, the main goal of our  

historic seminary is to form disciples of Jesus!
 

Jesus called His apostles from among his disciples. 

Our seminarians have discerned a call  — a vocation 

 — from Our Lord to be one of His apostles in the  

Sacrament of Holy Orders. They could hardly have 

heard this summons if they were not first listening  

to Him as a  disciple. 

Thanks for your support! Your devotion to our 

seminary in Dunwoodie, Yonkers will be deepened 

as you enjoy these pages!

 
In Christ, 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan

Archbishop of New York



Saint Joseph’s Seminary Board of Trustees

The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 1, Ed. 1, Fall 2018

Most Rev. Nicholas A. DiMarzio, 
Ph.D., D.D.

His Eminence Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan, Ph.D., D.D.

Most Rev. John O. Barres, 
S.T.D., J.C.L., D.D.

Rev. Msgr. Gregory Mustaciulo, 
J.C.L., S.T.L.

Most Rev. Frank J.  
Caggiano, S.T.D., D.D.

Rev. Robert Whelan Most Rev. Gerald T. 
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Most Rev. Richard G. 
Henning, S.T.D., D.D.
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Mr. John P. Cahlil, Esq. Karen Yost, Esq. Dr. Frank Armanda,
Ph.D.

Joann Heaney-Hunter, 
Ph.D.

Mr. Thomas Doodian
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June 2018

Month of the Sacred Heart of Jesus

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that 

I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, until the end of the age.”

 — (Mt. 28:19-20)

 

Welcome to volume I, issue 1, of the Dunwoodie Disciple! 

This new seminary magazine intends to inform you about 

the mission of St. Joseph Seminary, i.e. to form candidates 

for the priesthood according to the heart of Jesus Christ, 

the Good Shepherd! In addition, the seminary seeks to 

hand on the Catholic faith and to form candidates for 

the permanent diaconate, lay, religious, and priests into 

disciples of the Lord Jesus in the service of His Mystical 

Body, the Church.

The vision and enthusiastic support of His Eminence 

Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan, his brother bishops, 

and the religious superiors of the sending congregations,  

is directed toward a Catholic  

population of almost 10 million 

Catholics from the archdiocese 

of New York to the dioceses 

of Brooklyn, Rockville Centre, 

Bridgeport, Albany, Camden, and the jurisdiction of the 

St. Mary, Queen of Peace Syro-Malankara Eparchy. 

The Dunwoodie Disciple hopes to present life of and in 

the seminary and its video-linked locations in Huntington, 

Douglaston, and in Poughkeepsie. The magazine will 

share the great joy, zeal, and charity of being a missionary 

disciple of Jesus and the ways in which the seminary seeks 

to be a point of transformative encounter between our 

culture and our Catholic faith!

Please share your thoughts and ideas as we launch this 

new and exciting adventure in grace and discipleship!

Please pray for all who have worked with such love and 

dedication to make this magazine a reality. I am deeply 

grateful for all who have contributed to this work!

Msgr. Peter I. Vaccari  

Rector/President

St. Joseph Seminary

Yonkers, New York
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Welcome to the 
Archdiocese of 
New York! 
 

The Metropolitan See  

of the Ecclesiastical  

Province of New York, 

which includes the dio-

ceses of Albany, Brooklyn, 

Buffalo, Ogdensburg, 

Rochester, Rockville 

Centre, and Syracuse, the 

Archdiocese of New York was originally founded as the 

Diocese of New York in 1808. Bishop Richard Luke 

Concanen, O.P., a Dominican from Galway, Ireland, 

was the first bishop of the Diocese of New York. Roughly 

 four decades later, in 1850, the Archdiocese was estab-

lished. Archbishop John Joseph Hughes, or “Dagger 

John,” as he would come to be known, another native  

of Ireland, was the first Archbishop of New York.

Nine Archbishops later, the Archdiocese is currently 

shepherded by His Eminence Timothy Michael Cardinal 

Dolan. Cardinal Dolan was appointed Archbishop of 

New York in 2009 and made a cardinal in 2012 by 

His Holiness Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. Cardinal 

Dolan, who hails from St. Louis, Missouri, had been the 

Archbishop of Milwaukee before his appointment to the 

Archdiocese of New York. Cardinal Dolan is the tenth 

Archbishop of New York. He is also, notably, the tenth 

Archbishop of New York to be of Irish descent.

Perhaps you notice a pattern! Since the time of it 

Diocese of Brooklyn foundation in the nineteenth century, 

the Archdiocese of New York has been characterized by 

a strong Irish presence. Irish heritage, to this day, is woven 

into the DNA of the Archdiocese of New York. In 

addition to the Irish, the Archdiocese is home to a great 

diversity of cultures. With Masses being offered in  

English, Spanish, Italian, and several other languages, 

the cultural diversity found in the Archdiocese of New 

York is celebrated as we constantly pray, like Jesus 

Christ himself, that we “all may be one.”  — (John 17:21)
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The Diocese  
of Brooklyn
The Roman Catholic Diocese 

of Brooklyn was founded in 

the year 1853 AD. Most  

Reverend John Loughlin  

was the first bishop for the 

Diocese of Brooklyn. 

Most Reverend Nicholas 

DiMarzio is the seventh and current Bishop of Brooklyn. 

The Diocese serves the boroughs of Brooklyn and 

Queens. Since its inception, the Diocese of Brooklyn has 

been a champion of immigrants. Initially, the Diocese 

served over 5 million Irish immigrants. Still, to this day, 

the Diocese is at the service of the diverse community of 

Brooklyn and Queens.

The Brooklyn Diocese consists of 186 parishes. It serves 

1.5 million Catholics. There are Masses said in 33 dif-

ferent languages across the diocese, reflecting its great 

diversity. Over 1,000 masses are said weekly within the 

territory of the diocese with an average attendance of 

230,000 people. There are 85 elementary schools and 

academies in the diocese. The Diocese of Brooklyn is 

one of the few dioceses in the United States that is made 

PROFILES of SENDING ARCH/DIOCESES and EPARCHY
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By Rev. José Diaz 
(Ordained a priest on  

June 30, 2018)By Rev. Michael Connolly 
(Ordained a priest on May 26, 2018)

Cardinal Dolan blesses the new school truck



employer on Long Island, employing around 19,800 lay 

men and women. A unique ministry of the diocese is its 

television network, Telecare, which broadcasts the joy  

of the Gospel to 1.5 million homes. 

 In 2011, the Most Revered William Murphy,  

Fourth Bishop of Rockville Centre, partnered with  

the Most Reverend Nicholas DiMarzio of the Diocese  

of Brooklyn and His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan 

of the Archdiocese of New York in the mutual formation 

of priests.  As a result, some seminarians from the  

Diocese of Rockville Centre now study for the priest-

hood at St. Joseph’s Seminary.  On January 31, 2017,  

the Most Reverend John Oliver Barres was installed  

as the Fifth and current Bishop of the Diocese of  

Rockville Centre.  His episcopal motto is “Holiness  

and Mission,” and he is asking his flock to be instru-

ments of Dramatic Missionary Growth on Long Island 

and beyond. The St. Joseph’s Seminary community is 

extremely blessed to have the courageous example and 

support of Bishop Barres and the diocese he shepherds.   

Diocese of 
Bridgeport
The Diocese of Bridgeport,  

representing 460,000 

Catholics in Fairfield County, 

CT, was established on Au-

gust 6, 1953 as an offshoot of 

the Archdiocese of Hartford. 

Serving nearly 45% of Fairfield 

County’s population through  

82 parishes served by 240  

diocesan priests, the Diocese is extremely diverse,  

with 15 different languages present in our parish  

communities. 

Within Fairfield County, the Diocese is the largest 

private provider of education, reaching over 12,000 

students through 38 elementary schools and 5 Diocesan 

High Schools. Additionally, the Diocese is home to the 
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up of strictly urban territory. There are 38 seminarians 

currently studying for the priesthood who are sponsored 

by the Diocese of Brooklyn. Bishop DiMarzio declared 

2018 the Year of Vocations, focusing on the invitation 

from Christ to men and woman to consider the priest-

hood and religious life. 

The Diocese of 
Rockville Centre
The Roman Catholic Diocese 

of Rockville Centre, spanning 

the Long Island counties of 

Nassau and Suffolk, was 

formed in 1957, due to the 

growing population of the 

Diocese of Brooklyn. The first 

Bishop of the Diocese was His Excellency, the Most 

Reverend Walter P. Kellenberg. The Diocese is the eighth 

largest out of all the Archdioceses and Dioceses in the 

United States with a Catholic population of nearly 1.5 

million Catholics and a total diocesan population of 

close to 3 million.  There are approximately 350 priests 

in active ministry and 134 parishes throughout the 

Diocese.  It is also the second largest non-governmental 

PROFILES of SENDING ARCH/DIOCESES and EPARCHY
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State of Connecticut’s only Catholic Special Education 

school, St. Catherine Academy. 

Catholic Charities is the largest provider of social  

services in Southwestern Connecticut. In 2011, for  

example, 1.3 million meals were served to the hungry 

and over 40,000 counseling sessions were provided.  

The diocese also serves the community through its  

operation of 15 Bishop Curtis Homes for the Elderly  

and sponsors a number of charitable institutions  

including the Cardinal Shehan Center for inner-city  

children, the Thomas Merton Center in Bridgeport,  

and the New Covenant House in Stamford. 

The Diocese is currently led by our fifth bishop,  

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano. Along with Bishop Walter 

Curtis, who served the Diocese from 1961 to 1988,  

three other bishops have served the Diocese and gone  

on to become Archbishops, and two were named  

Cardinals: Lawrence Cardinal Shehan (former  

Archbishop of Baltimore), Edward Cardinal Egan  

(former Archbishop of New York), and Archbishop  

William Lori, who is currently serving as the  

Archbishop of Baltimore.

 
Diocese of Albany
Spiritually, the Albany Diocese 

traces its heritage to 1642, 

when St. Isaac Jogues and his 

companions first landed in 

what later became the diocese. 

Their ministry and martyrdom 

bore St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

and laid the groundwork 

for the diocese’s founding in 

1847. John McCloskey — 

later New York’s Cardinal 

McCloskey — served as the 

first bishop, fostering widespread growth and 

building the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. 

He and Archbishop John Hughes dedicated it in  

1852.

The diocese now covers 14 counties, 10,000 square 

miles, serving an overall population of 1.3 million and 

300,000 Catholics. Korean, Vietnamese, Hispanic and 

African American apostolates comprise a significant part 

of its population and ministry. The first Catholic Church 

in Albany — built in 1797 — continues to operate as a 

lively parish downtown near various state offices.

Diocese of Camden NJ
December 9, 1937, the 

Diocese of Camden was 

established by His Holi-

ness Pope Pius XI. One 

of the many connections 

that the Diocese of 

Camden has with the 

Archdiocese of New 

York and Saint Joseph’s 

Seminary is the fact that 

its first bishop, Bishop 

Bartholomew J. Eustace, 

was a priest of the Archdiocese and a professor of liturgy

at Dunwoodie. Bishop Dennis J. Sullivan, who is the 

current and eighth bishop of Camden, was installed on 

February 12, 2013. Like Bishop Eustace, Bishop Sullivan

is a priest of the Archdiocese of New York and an 

alumnus of Saint Joseph’s Seminary. Bishop Sullivan was 

ordained a priest for the Archdiocese at Saint Patrick’s 

Cathedral in 1971. 

The Diocese of Camden serves some 475,000 Catholics 

living in Atlantic, Camden, Cape May,  Cumberland, 

Gloucester, and Salem counties of New Jersey. The  

diocese serves the South Jersey community by providing 

religious, educational, and social services. There are  

sixty-two parishes, twenty-eight elementary schools,  

and nine high schools which serve the Catholic commu-

nity of South Jersey. One of the most notable features 

of the diocese is the famous “Jersey Shore,” which runs 

down the Atlantic coast from Brigantine all the way to 

Cape May. 
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FRANCISCAN FRIARS of the RENEWAL PROFILE

The Franciscan Friars 

of the Renewal 

were founded on April 

28, 1987, by eight  

Capuchin Friars in New 

York City. In imitation 

of St. Francis of Assisi, 

the friars seek to follow 

in the footsteps of 

Jesus, as a prophetic 

witness that life is a  

pilgrimage to the  

Father, of faith, hope, 

and love of God and neighbor, made possible by the 

Holy Spirit. They participate in Christ’s renewal of all 

things through their prayer, fraternal life, service of the 

poor, and evangelization, as a complement to the work 
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of those whose mission is to serve in parish life.  

Today, the CFR’s have 100 perpetually professed 

members in 10 dioceses in six countries throughout the 

world. Besides the United States, the friars are located in 

the United Kingdom, Ireland, Northern Ireland, Nicaragua 

and Honduras. The institute was officially recognized as 

a religious institute of pontifical on June 13, 2016, on 

the Feast of St. Anthony of Padua. 

The Franciscan Friars of the Renewal have been a part 

of the St. Joseph Seminary family from their founding in 

1987 as the late Fr. Benedict Groeschel and Fr. Andrew 

Apostoli both served on faculty for many years. 

In their time in seminary formation, the friars strike a 

unique balance of spiritual formation, academic study, 

and pastoral experience that prepares them for their  

service as priests in the life of the institute and the 

Church.

By Br. Angelus Montgomery, CFR 
(Ordained a priest on May 26, 2018)

Franciscan Friars of the Renewal celebrating four of their brothers’ graduation from Saint Joseph’s Seminary
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The Institute Id of Christ 

the Redeemer, Idente 

Missionaries, was founded by 

Fernando Rielo Pardal on June 

29, 1959, in Tenerife (Spain). 

Idente comes from the Spanish 

command “Go” and refers to 

the Gospel mandate: “Go into 

all the world and proclaim the 

Gospel to all creation” (Mk 16:15). It means to walk 

with Christ, identifying oneself with Him above all in his 

confession of our Heavenly Father.

During celebrations of the Golden Jubilee Anniversary 

of the Idente Missionaries, in 2009, His Holiness Benedict 

XVI recognized the Idente Missionaries as a new form of 

Consecrated Life of Pontifical Right under the terms of 

canon 605 in the current Canon Law.

The Institute, whose membership includes men, women, 

priests, consecrated religious and married persons, has 

spread into many countries in Europe, the Americas, 

Asia, and Africa, with approximately ninety houses in 

twenty-five nations, cooperating closely with all of the 

respective Dioceses.

The Idente charism is to live holiness by means of a 

weekly ascetical and mystical examination in common. 

The apostolic mission of the Institute is directed above 

all toward the encounter with youth and dialogue with 

intellectuals to defense revealed the truth. The charism  

is based on three evangelical principles: 

1) the call to holiness: “Be holy as your Heavenly  

 Father is holy” (Mt 5,48);

2)  the promotion of community life: “where two or

 three are gathered in my name, I am there among 

 them” (Mt 18,20).

3)  the priority of dedication to the evangelizing mission:  

 “Go into all the world and proclaim the good news   

 to all creation” (Mk 16,15).

The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 1, Ed. 1, Fall 2018

The Order of the Piarist 

Fathers (Order of  

Regular Clerics, of the Poor  

of the Moher of God, of  

the Pious Schools), is a 

Clerical Religious Oder in 

the Church, founded by the 

Spanish priest, St. Joseph  

Calasanz, in 1617 as a  

Religious Congregation  

by Pope Paul V, and elevated 

to the rank of Religious Order 

in 1621 by Pope Clement XII. 

Its current General Superior is 

the Very Rev. Pedro Aguado 

Cuesta, Sch.P., and the headquarter is in Rome.

The Order of the Pious Schools is the first in the history 

of the Church with the unique charism of education. This 

implies education and evangelization of children and 

young people, especially the poor,  in “Piety and Liter-

acy” (holistic formation). The members take the three 

solemn vows of poverty, chastity and obedience, and a 

fourth vow of education, subject to obedience.

Today’s membership is of about 1,400, of which 1,000 

are priests and the rest are brothers with solemn vows, 

or in Initial Formation. The Order has expanded greatly 

over the past 30 years, especially in regions of Africa 

and Asia. Thus, it is present in 4 continents and in 38 

nations.

Over the 400 years of existence other congregations 

have been founded, sharing the same Piarist inspiration 

and, together, form the Calasanzian Family Tree.

For more information:  
Order’s official webpage: www.scolopi.net,  

Province of the USA-PR webpage: www.piaristinfor.org 

By Br. Ricardo Rivera, Sch.P.  
IV Theology (Solemn Profession 
June, 2018)

Idente Missionaries of 
Christ the Redemer

By Br. Roland Pereira,  
M.Id. III Theology

The Order of the  
Piarist Fathers Profile
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The official inau-

guration of the 

Syro-Malankara Cath-

olic Mission of North 

America was on August 

25, 1984, in a meeting 

held at Fordham Univer-

sity, New York, led by 

His Grace the Most Rev. 

Benedict Mar Gregorios, 

the Metropolitan Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara 

Catholic Church. His Eminence John Cardinal O’Con-

nor, Archbishop of New York, delivered the keynote ad-

dress at this inaugural meeting. The Malankara Catholic 

Missions in North America were guided by Reverend 

Fathers appointed by the Metropolitan Archbishop of 

Trivandrum, who took a personal interest in the for-

mation and growth of our Church here in this country. 

From 1984 to 2001, Rt. Rev. Melamparambil John 

Ramban, Rt. Rev. Kalloor John Corepiscopo (later Most 

Rev. Yoohanon Mar Chrysostom), Rt. Rev. Mannikarott 

Geevarghese Corepiscopo and Rev. Dr. Peter Kochery 

served the Syro-Malankara Catholic Community in 

North America as Priests-in-charge and Coordinators.

Responding to the request of the Syro-Malankara 

Catholic Hierarchy to have an ecclesiastical provision 

for the ecclesial growth of the Syro-Malankara Catho-

lics in the USA, Canada, and Europe, on June 18, 2001, 

the Holy Father Pope John Paul II appointed Rt. Rev. 

Msgr. Dr. Isaac Thottunkal (later Moran Mor Baselios 

Cleemis Catholicos), then-Vicar General of the Eparchy 

of Bathery, as Titular Bishop of Chayal and Auxiliary 

Bishop of the Archieparchy of Trivandrum with the spe-

cial mission as Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malan-

kara Catholic Faithful in North America and Europe. 

Msgr. Isaac Thottunkal was ordained Bishop with the 

name Isaac Mar Cleemis on August 15, 2001, by His 

Grace Most Rev. Dr. Cyril Mar Baselios, the Metropoli-

tan Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church.

The Hierarchy of our Church continued the dialogue 

with the Holy See for a stable canonical provision for the 

faithful in the USA and on May 15, 2002, Archbishop Cyril 

Mar Baselios officially applied the same to the Holy See.

On October 2, 2003, Most Rev. Isaac Mar Cleemis 

was transferred to the Eparchy of Tiruvalla as its Bish-

op. After an extended period, on January 5, 2005, Rev. 

Dr. Joseph Konnathu, then-Principal of Mar Theophilus 

College, Trivandrum, was appointed Titular Bishop of 

Sicilibbensis and Auxiliary Bishop of the Major Archi-

eparchy of Trivandrum with the special mission as Apos-

tolic Visitator for the Syro-Malankara Catholic faithful 

in North America and Europe. Msgr. Joseph Konnathu 

was ordained Bishop with the name Joseph Mar Thomas 

on February 19, 2005, by His Beatitude Moran Mor Cyril 

Baselios Catholicos, the Major Archbishop of the Syro- 

Malankara Catholic Major Archiepiscopal Church. On 

January 25, 2010, Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Mar Thomas was 

transferred to the Eparchy of Bathery in India as its Bishop.

On July 14, 2010, the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI 

erected an Apostolic Exarchate for the Syro-Malankara 

Catholic Church in the United States of America. Rev. 

Dr. Thomas Naickamparambil of the Major Archiepar-

chy of Trivandrum was appointed the first Bishop of the 

new Exarchate and Apostolic Visitator to Canada and 

Europe. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Naickamparambil was ordained 

Bishop with the name Thomas Mar Eusebius by His 

Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cleemis Catholicos on 

September 21, 2010, in St. Mary’s Cathedral, Pattom, 

Trivandrum. The official inauguration of the Exarch-

ate in the USA was held on October 3, 2010, at Bishop 

Kellenberg Memorial High School, New York. During 

the function, His Excellency Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar 

Eusebius assumed the office as the first bishop of the 

Exarchate in the USA.

On September 8, 2013, the Cathedral Parish of the 

Exarchate was established by His Excellency the Most 

Rev. Thomas Mar Eusebius in the gracious presence of 

His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, 

Major Archbishop-Catholicos of the Syro-Malankara 

Catholic Church.
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Diocesan Missionary Seminary 
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On December 18, 2015, His Holiness Pope Francis  

elevated the Exarchate to the status of an Eparchy and 

extended its territory to include the region of Canada 

also. His Excellency, the Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar 

Eusebius was appointed the first bishop of the Epar-

chy. The announcement regarding the establishment 

of the Eparchy of St. Mary, Queen of Peace of the 

Syro-Malankara Faithful in the USA and Canada and 

the appointment of His Excellency Mar Eusebius was 

made on January 4, 2016 simultaneously in the Vatican, 

at the Catholicate Center in Trivandrum and at the St. 

Vincent de Paul Syro-Malankara Catholic Cathedral 

in New York. On January 23, the new Eparchy was 

officially inaugurated and His Excellency, the Most 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Mar Eusebius was installed as the first 

Bishop of the Eparchy at the Cathedral of the Eparchy in 

Elmont, New York. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios 

Cardinal Cleemis, the Major Archbishop-Catholicos of 

the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church presided over the 

ceremony. On October 28, His Excellency the Most Rev. 

Dr. Philipos Mar Stephanos was installed as the second 

bishop of the Eparchy on October 28, 2017.

At present, there are 16 parishes and a few mission 

stations in the Eparchy, and there are 18 Malankara 

Catholic priests working in the Eparchy, and 16 other 

Malankara Catholic priests working in different Latin 

Catholic Dioceses in the USA. Thirty-four religious 

sisters are rendering their ministry in this region. Three 

Bethany convents and seven Daughters of Mary  

convents are situated in the new Eparchy.

The Redemptoris Mater  

Diocesan Missionary  

Seminary of Bridgeport  

was canonically erected  

on December 8th, 2015 by 

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano. 

Starting with only six  

seminarians, our seminary 

has now grown to eleven 

seminarians in formation; 

two in theology, four in philosophy, and five in the 

English as a second language (ESL) program. To un-

derstand the direction and mission of this relatively 

new seminary, it would be helpful to take a look at an 

important passage in the decree Presbyterorum Ordinis 

promulgated by the Second Vatican Council in 1965:

The spiritual gift which priests receive at their ordina-

tion prepared them not for a sort of limited and narrow 

mission but for the widest possible and universal mis-

sion of salvation ‘even to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 

1:8). for every priestly ministry shares in the universality 

of the mission entrusted by Christ to his apostles. The 

priesthood of Christ, in which all priests really share, 

is necessarily intended for all peoples and all times, 

and it knows no limits of blood, nationality or time. 

since it is already mysteriously prefigured in the person 

The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 1, Ed. 1, Fall 2018

By David Klein  
Itinerancy Period 



13

of Melchizedek. Let priests remember. therefore. that 

the care of all churches must be their intimate concern. 

Hence, priests of such dioceses as are rich in vocations 

should show themselves willing and ready, with the 

permission of their own ordinaries (bishops), to volun-

teer for work in other regions, missions or endeavors 

which are poor in numbers of clergy to accomplish this 

purpose there should be set up international seminaries 

by means of which, according to their particular stat-

utes and always saving the right of bishops, priests may 

be trained and incardinated for the good of the whole 

Church. (Presbyterorum Ordinis 10)

The Redemptoris Mater Seminaries are not seminaries 

of the Neocatechumenal Way, but have been set up in 

accordance with their Statutes and Rules of Life, as true 

diocesan seminaries which depend directly on the local 

Bishop. The seminarians being formed in the Redemptoris 

Mater Seminaries receive the same theological formation 

Vol. 1, Ed. 1, Fall 2018
The Dunwoodie Disciple

Staff Appreciation Evening Prayer & Dinner

Third year seminarians studying for their Comprehensive Exams



The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 1, Ed. 1, Fall 2018

14

as the other diocesan seminaries of their area. Upon 

Ordination, they are incardinated into the local diocese 

and serve in the parishes and institutions of that diocese. 

After some time of priestly ministry in their diocese, 

according to the discernment of the Bishop, they are 

available to be sent in mission.

One of the main characteristics of these seminaries is 

their international and missionary nature, which makes 

concretely visible the deep communion and unity of all 

peoples as announced by Christianity.  These seminar-

ies which form young men from all over the world and 

prepare them to be evangelizers,  and be available to be 

sent to the ends of the earth.

Experience has shown us that the union of the priestly 

formation with the itinerary of initiation to Christian 

life provided by the Neocatechumenal Way constitutes 

a great help for the psychological, affective and human 

formation of the forthcoming priests.  Prior to becom-

ing priests, they are first of all Christians, and in their 

initiation to adult faith in the Neocatechumenal Way, 

they deeply live and learn the true nature of commu-

nion, Christian obedience, the importance and practice 

of prayer. This formation also prepares them to serve in 

parish ministry. Their formation helps them to nurture 

living communities, which live an adult faith with a 

missionary nature in communion with their parish priest 

and their Bishop.

This is in line with the suggestions of St. John Paul Il, 

who founded the first Redemptoris Mater Seminary in 

Diocese of Rome. In Pastores Dabo Vobis 68, his Encyc-

lical on priestly formation, he emphasized that: Asso-

ciations and youth movements, which are a sign and 

continuation of the vitality which the Spirit guarantees 

to the Church, can and should contribute also to the for-

mation of candidates for the priesthood, in particular of 

those who are the product of the Christian, spiritual and 

apostolic experience of these groups. Young people who 

have received their basic formation in such groups and 

look to them for their experience of the Church should 

not feel they are being asked to uproot themselves from 

their past or to break their links with the environment 

which has contributed to their decision to respond to 

their vocation, nor should they erase the characteristic 

traits of the spirituality which they have learned and 

lived there in all that they contain that is good, edifying 

and rich. For them too, this environment from which 

they come continues to be a source of help and support 

on the path of formation toward the priesthood.

              Annual Fall Visit, CSHOF at Dunwoodie
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Durante su tiempo 

en Dunwoodie 

los seminaristas  

internalizan su fe para 

poder conformar sus 

corazones al corazón 

sacerdotal de Jesús. 

Por un lado ellos 

continúan nutriendo 

su unión con Cristo 

por medio de su con-

versión diaria como 

hombres de oración, 

hombres que aman 

la verdad, legando 

así a ser confiables y 

balanceados en sus 

juicios y acciones 

(PDV 43). Por el otro lado, ellos cultivan una espiritu-

alidad que es específicamente sacerdotal (PPF 107-108). 

Esto lo hacen por medio de la configuración de sus cora-

zones a Cristo, Cabeza y Pastor de la Iglesia. Podemos 

leer en Pastores Dabo Vobis (n. 43) que los seminaristas 

deben ser personas “equilibradas, sólidas y libres, capac-

es de llevar el peso de las responsabilidades pastorales.”

El seminario provee los medios necesarios para el crec-

imiento espiritual. Tenemos tres sacerdotes en residencia 

que actúan como directores espirituales canónicos y 

uno no residente. Cada seminarista se encuentra con su 

director cada dos semanas. Con la ayuda de su director, 

el seminarista crece en su relación con Dios. El seminar-

io provee el tiempo y la dirección que los seminaristas 

necesitan para desarrollar el habito de la meditación; of 

recemos una meditación guiada tres veces a la semana 

antes de las Matines. San Buenaventura hacia énfasis en 

la importancia de esta practica: “Si quiere desarraigar 

del alma el vicio y en su lugar plantar las virtudes,  

entonces sea un hombre de oración …”

Porque la oración es central en la vida de cada sac-

erdote, la celebración de la Eucaristía es el centro de la 

vida del seminario. Naciendo de la celebración Eucarísti-

ca, el Santísimo Sacramento se expone para adoración 

cuatro días a la semana por dos horas, concluyendo con 

las Completas. También tenemos una noche entera de 

adoración cada semestre. A los seminaristas se les anima 

a comprometerse con Jesús a pasar tiempo con el en esos 

momentos. Porque un buen confesor es también un buen 

penitente, se les anima a los seminaristas a frecuentar el 

Sacramento de La Penitencia. También se les brinda a 

los seminaristas oportunidades para enriquecer su vida 

devocional. Rezamos el rosario en comunidad una vez 

a la semana y rezamos nuestra novena a nuestro patrón 

San José los domingos. Durante la Cuaresma hacemos 

las Estaciones de la Cruz. Siguiendo el método de Sn. 

Louis de Montfort, se les anima a los seminaristas a 

consagrar sus vidas a la Inmaculada Concepción de 

María. Así se les inculca la devoción afectuosa a Nuestra 

Señora. 

La vida activa necesita seguidamente tiempo a solas 

con el Señor. Para esto el seminario provee tres días de 

retiro al comienzo del año académico, cinco días de 

retiro en enero, y los retiros canónicos en preparación 

para las ordenes. Porque el discernimiento y el cono-

cimiento personal son importantes en la vida del sacer-

dote, ofrecemos el retiro Ignaciano de ocho días para los 

de segundo de teología. También a nuestro santo patrón 

y a Nuestra Señora con dos días de recolección el 19 

de Marzo y el 8 de Diciembre, como también el día de 

Todos los Santos. Durante su tercer año de estudios, los 

seminaristas participan en una peregrinación a la Tierra 

Santa, una experiencia que les da la oportunidad de orar 

en ese lugar tan especial.
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During their time at  

Dunwoodie, seminarians 

strive to internalize their faith 

in order to form their hearts 

according to the priestly 

heart of Jesus. On the one 

hand, they continue to foster 

union with Christ through 

ongoing conversion as men 

of virtue, as men of prayer, 

and as men who love the 

truth, becoming trustworthy 

and balanced in judgment 

and behavior (PDV 43). On 

the other hand, they cultivate 

a specifically priestly spirituality (PPF 107-108).  This is 

accomplished by the configuration of their hearts to the 

heart of Christ as the Head and Shepherd of the Church. 

We read in Pastores Dabo Vobis (n. 43) that a semi-

narian is to be “balanced...strong and free, capable of 

bearing the weight of pastoral responsibilities.” 

The seminary provides the means necessary for spiritual 

growth. We have three resident priests who act as ca-

nonical spiritual directors and one non-resident director. 

Each seminarian meets with his spiritual director every 

two weeks. With the help of his director, the seminarian 

grows in his relationship with God. The seminary pro-

vides the time and direction for the men to develop the 

habit of meditation; for example, a guided meditation 

is offered three times a week before Morning Prayer. St. 

Bonaventure emphasizes the importance of this practice: 

“...if you would root out from your soul every vice and 

in their place plant the virtues, be a man of prayer...”

Because the Eucharist is central in the life of a priest, the 

daily celebration of the Eucharist becomes the center of the 

life of the seminary. Flowing from the Eucharistic celebration, 

the Blessed Sacrament is exposed for adoration four nights 

a week for two hours, concluding with Night Prayer.  

Additionally, adoration through the night takes place each 

semester. In these moments,  seminarians are encouraged 

to commit to time spent with Jesus in His Eucharistic 

presence. Because a good confessor is also a good penitent, 

seminarians are encouraged to frequent the Sacrament of 

Penance, which is available through the spiritual directors 

and, at certain times, through confessors from outside the 

seminary. Seminarians are also offered opportunities to en-

rich their devotional lives. The Rosary is prayed in commu-

nity once a week, as well as the novena to our patron, St. 

Joseph, on Sundays. During Lent, we pray the Stations of 

the Cross. Following the method of St. Louis de Montfort, 

seminarians are encouraged to consecrate their lives to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. In this way, a tender devotion 

to Our Lady may be fostered.

Time for the Lord alone is so often needed in the middle of 

a busy life. For this, the seminary provides a three-day retreat 

at the beginning of the academic year, a five-day retreat in 

January, and the canonical retreats in preparation for Holy 

Orders. Because discernment and self-knowledge are essen-

tial in the life of the priest, we offer an eight-day Ignatian 

guided retreat for those in second theology. We also celebrate 

all the saints, Our Blessed Lady, and our patron saint with 

days of recollection on November 1st, December 8th, and 

March 19th, respectively. During their third year of stud-

ies, seminarians participate in a pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land, an experience that gives them an opportunity to 

pray in that unique setting. 
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Every morning, for nine days, 

the routine was exactly the 

same: Wake up before dawn, 

take a few minutes to get alert, 

lace up our boots, put on our 

backpacks, and start walking. 

On most days, the words of 

the Liturgy of the Hours would 

echo in our minds: “When 

will I come to the end of my pilgrimage?”

Still, as my brothers and I, along with Spiritual Director, 

Fr. Luis Saldaña, we walked together along El Camino de 

Santiago. We were reminded of many things: that the most 

strenuous climbs are rewarded with the most spectacular 

views; that the people that accompany us on our journey 

are often its greatest graces; and that, always, Jesus himself 

draws near to us and goes with us on The Way.

El Camino de Santiago de Compostela is one of the most 

ancient pilgrimages in the Church. For centuries, pilgrims 

have walked across the Iberian Peninsula to a town in 

northwestern Spain where tradition tells us the bones of 

the Apostle St. James are buried. After spending a few days 

at the Shrine  of Our Lady in Fatima, Portugal, where we 

would invoke our Blessed Mother’s special protection for 

our journey, my brothers and I joined the thousands of 

pilgrims who make this journey every year, walking over 

130 miles from Ponferrada to Compostella. 

While each day was filled with its challenges, I am re-

minded especially of our second day, where I would learn a 

particular lesson, one that we all must come to grips with, 

whatever road we walk: how do we deal with adversity 

and with the inevitable mountains that we must climb.

It was only our second day, but it had already proved that 

it would be the toughest of our nine-day journey. After 

walking 12 miles, we still had another 5 to go. And a 

mountain was staring us in the face. Our destination: the 

village at the very top known as O Cebreiro, the site of a 

14th century Eucharistic miracle. Every single step of that 

climb was an immense struggle. Where could I find the 

strength to make it to the top of the mountain? 

The first place was in my brother seminarians who were 

walking with me. The truth is, no one walks the Camino 

alone, even if they start it by themselves. Everyone who 

is walking the Camino is sharing the same struggles and, 

most importantly, the same destination. The daily chorus 

of the universal greeting “Buen Camino!” is a powerful 

reminder of that truth  — and a small push to keep going. 

Having started our pilgrimage in Fatima, I was also 

deeply aware of the support I would find in the hands of 

Mary. As I walked up the mountain that day, and in all 

the difficult parts of the days to follow, I clung to Mary. 

Through the Rosary, when I could find the strength to say 

it, and even just by calling Her name when that was all I 

could manage, I was reminded of the truth that the beautiful 

Memorare teaches us: never has it been known that any-

one who has sought Mary’s help has been left unaided. 

After we would arrive into a town in the early afternoon, 

it was time for a shower, a quick rest, exploring the town, 

mass, dinner, and then back to bed to do it all over again. 

Some days, it seemed like the Camino would never end. I 

think that’s one of its most important lessons. The Camino 

continues for each one of us. And through the people who 

walk it with us, through the struggles, and through the 

spectacular views, Jesus Himself draws near and, no matter 

how far we have walked, if we haven’t found Him along 

The Way, we have arrived nowhere. 
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at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem. A 

unique event that set this year’s Holy Land pilgrimage 

apart from previous years was the very rare opportunity 

that the group received to pay a visit to the tomb of St. 

John Damascene at Mar Sabas, an Orthodox monastery 

overlooking the Kidron Valley.

Another unique aspect of this year’s Holy Land  

pilgrimage was the window that it allowed the seminarians 

into the complicated socio-political climate of the land. 

Along the way, seminarians were able to meet with 

Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli, Apostolic Nuncio to the 

Holy Land; Catholic and Muslim students studying at 

Bethlehem University; renowned Rabbi David Rosen of 

the American Jewish Committee; the rector of the Latin 

Seminary in Beit Jala; seminarians studying at the Domus 

Galilaeae International Center; and even with some Muslim 

religious leaders at the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the Dome 

of the Rock.

Having had the privilege to be a part of this year’s 

pilgrimage, I have not looked back on the events of the 

journey until now, I see that they are still bearing fruit 

in my own spiritual life. Oftentimes, we hear the Holy 

Land itself referred to as “the fifth gospel.” Just as the 

four gospels are not simply written accounts of his-

torical events but are encounters with Christ. To walk 

and pray in the land where the Word became flesh is to 

have a unique encounter with the person of Jesus Christ 

himself. Having travelled there now myself and seen 

the land where our Savior lived, died, and rose again, I 

would have to agree. There’s simply nothing else like it.
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This past Christmas 

break was one that 

seminarians in the class 

of Third Theology will 

likely never forget. On 

December 28th, fourteen 

classmates, along with 

the vice rector and rector 

of St. Joseph’s Seminary, 

embarked on what would 

be a ten day spiritual pil-

grimage, following in the 

footsteps of Jesus in the 

Holy Land. If you were 

to ask a member of Third Theology about their experi-

ence of the trip, they might say something along the lines 

of, “Where do I begin? There’s simply nothing else like 

it.” For ten days, the seminarians visited dozens of holy 

sites, from Mount Carmel in Haifa to the Golan Heights 

in the far north, from the peaceful fields of Tabgah along 

the quiet shores of Galilee to the bustling streets of  

Bethlehem, Nazareth, and ultimately the holy city of  

Jerusalem. The almost palpable holiness of the land itself 

sets a pilgrimage such as this apart from any other.

Rather than listening to lengthy descriptions of the 

preservation, development or architecture of each holy 

site, the seminarians were able to spend the majority 

of their time at each site in silent prayer and medita-

tion with the particular gospel texts connected to that 

place. For instance, on the Mount of the Beatitudes, 

the seminarians spent a significant amount of time 

praying with the words of Jesus in the “Sermon on the 

Mount.” When the group made a stop at the Church of 

the Primacy of Saint Peter, along the shore of the Sea of 

Galilee, all paused to meditate on the threefold question 

that Jesus posed to his apostle, “Peter, do you love me?” 

The pilgrimage afforded many unique opportunities for 

special Masses. Among a number of other holy sites, the 

pilgrims from Dunwoodie were able to celebrate Mass 

at the Grotto of the Nativity in Bethlehem, at the Altar 

of Calvary and even within the Tomb of Jesus itself 

III Theology Annual Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
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By Deacon Kyle Eads,  
Diocese of Albany

His Excellency, Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, OFM,  
Apostolic Administrator of the Latin Patriarchate of 
Jerusalem receives III Theology with Rev. Thomas Berg and 
Msgr. Peter I. Vaccari, January 2018, Jerusalem. 
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Historical Events at Saint Joseph’s Seminary

May, 1897 - First ordination class of Saint Joseph’s Seminary
April 19, 1900 - Archbishop Michael Corrigan consecrates  
theseminary chapel, which he personally gifted to Dunwoodie

Circa 1910 - Seminarian studying October, 1915 - Unveiling of the statue of St. Joseph

1946 - Golden Jubilee of Saint Joseph’s Seminary
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Historical Events at Saint Joseph’s Seminary

October 6, 1995 - St. Pope John Paul celebrates 
Vespers with the seminary community

October 6, 1995 - St. Pope John Paul greets seminarians 
as he enters the St. Joseph’s Seminary Chapel

 1966 - Archbishop Francis Spellman dedicating the new  
recreation center at St. Joseph’s Seminary

October 6, 1995 - St. Pope John Paul in the chapel 
October 6, 1995 - St. Pope John Paul passing through 
the doors of the chapel at St. Joseph’s Seminary
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April 19, 2008 - Pope Benedict, XVI visits the seminary, leading a youth rally for seminarians and 25,000 young people

2013 - In an agreement between the Archdiocese of New York, 
the Diocese of Brooklyn, and the Diocese of Rockville Centre, 
St. Joseph’s Seminary begins to serve as the single degree- 
granting institution for all diocesan sponsored Master’s degree 
programs in lower New York state.

April 19, 2008 - Pope Benedict XVI greets seminarians  
at St. Joseph’s Seminary
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Candidacy to Holy Order
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September 9, 2017 - Rite of Candidacy for the Diaconate and Priesthood

Seminarians and Faculty Priests process into Chapel for Rite of Candidacy for the Diaconate & Priesthood
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October 24, 2017 - Installation to the Ministries of  Lector and Acolyte  
by Bishop Edward Scharfenberger, Bishop for the Diocese of Albany

October 24, 2017 - Installation to  
the Ministries of Lector and Acolyte

November 4, 2017 - Ordination to the Diaconate 
by Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio, Bishop of Brooklyn
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New York Ordination
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May 26, 2018 - Archdiocese of New York Ordination to the Priesthood 

Cardinal Dolan receives blessings from the newly ordained 
for the Archdiocese of New York and the Franciscan  
Friars of the Renewal

Newly ordained and His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal 
Dolan gather at the Lady Chapel in Saint Patrick’s  
Cathedral
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Brooklyn Ordination

Newly ordained priests, Fathers Jose Diaz, Patrick Dorelus, Joseph Dutan, Hung Xuan Cao and Alessandro Linardi.  
for the Diocese of Brooklyn, with Most Rev. Nicholas DiMarzio and attending Auxilliary Bishops Raymond Chappetto, 
James Massa, Octavio Cisneros, Paul Sanchez and Neil Tiedemann as well as Archbishop Bernardito Auza,  
papal nuncio to the United Nations.

June 30, 2018 – Diocese of Brooklyn, Ordination to the Priesthood
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Fr. Thomas Berg currently 

serves as Vice Rector, 

professor of moral theology, 

an director of admissions 

at St. Joseph’s Seminary 

(Dunwoodie). Fr. Berg  

was born in Milwaukee,  

Wisconsin, on July 15, 

1965. He was a member  

of the Legionaries of Christ 

from 1986 to 2009 and was 

ordained to the Catholic priesthood on January 1, 2000. 

He pursued his B.A. in Spanish Language and Literature 

at Marquette University (1983-86). He received an M.A. 

in Liberal Studies from Wesleyan University in 1997, and 

his Ph.D. in Philosophy from Rome’s Pontifical University 

Regina Apostolorum in 1999. He was incardinated into 

the Archdiocese of New York in May of 2014. 

Fr. Berg has a number of roles both inside and outside 

the seminary. He has served by appointment on both the 

ethics committee of New York’s Empire State Stem Cell 

Board and the New York State Task Force on Life and 

the Law. In addition to his professional scholarship in 

moral theology and biomedical ethics, he has published 

or been quoted in Catholic and secular press, such as Crisis 

Magazine, the National Catholic Register, The Wall 

Street Journal and the New York Times, among others.

Fr. Berg is a man of many interests. He is an avid 

runner and hiker. He ran his first full marathon (in 

New York City) at age 50 and has completed several 

half-marathons.

Despite this impressive resume, he considers his work 

as vice rector and member of the seminary formation 

team of primary importance. He also describes it as the 

joy of his life: “To accompany young men on their way to 

the priesthood, to contribute in a mentoring role to their 

formation and to their future ministry means that I find 

myself immersed in the ongoing renewal of the Church’s 

life and ministry. On a daily basis this is at times extremely 

challenging, but always immensely rewarding. The semi-

narians I try to serve and accompany have no idea what  

a blessing they are to me personally.”

Fr. Berg recently published his first book, Hurting in the 

Church: A Way Forward for Wounded Catholics (Our 

Sunday Visitor, 2017).  He says the book was born of his 

conviction that far too many Catholics have had painful 

experiences in the Church, and many have simply opted 

to walk away. Fr. Berg opens his book with the story 

of the painful and life-changing crisis he experienced in 

the Church that ultimately, against the odds, led him 

to love the Church more intensely, notwithstanding the 

sinfulness of its members. Along with his own story, Fr. 

Berg intertwines the stories of other Catholics who have 

themselves experienced life-changing wounds, but who 

found healing in Jesus. As he has emphasized in multiple 

presentations on the theme of healing in the Church, 

Fr. Berg offers the book and its message as a necessary 

examination of conscience and an impassioned plea to 

Catholics to become healers of an ailing inner culture of 

our Church, to heed Pope Francis’s call to incite a “rev-

olution of tenderness” in our faith communities. As Fr. 

Berg points out, “Ultimately, this book is about hope for 

wounded believers: if you have been hurt in the Church, 

Jesus can take you on a journey through your wounds, 

a journey of healing that will make you an even better 

human being, a better Christian, and a better disciple.”

These experiences have had a profound impact on Fr. 

Berg and the way in which he tries to incorporate them 

into his role in the seminary community with men who 

are being formed for the priesthood. “One of the keys to 

success these days for a young man who aspires to priest-

hood is transparency, honest self-knowledge, and vulner-

ability. I try to model that for our men. So, I contribute 

my own openness about myself, my candor, my openness 

to hear their needs, their ideas about how to make our 

formation program even better. I try to be as present as 

I can, sometimes to say not what they 

want to hear, but what they need to 

hear, but always with the heart and 

approachability of a brother, a priest, 

a mentor. I’m certainly not perfect at 

that, but I try.”
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By Savio Paul, II Theology, Archdiocese of New York

Rev. Thomas Berg, Ph.D 
Vice Rector, Director of Admissions, Chair and Professor of Moral Theology



Fr. Michel J. Bruno was 

born on August 18, 1985 

and grew up in Bensonhurst, 

Brooklyn. He is an Italian 

-American and is the only son 

of Rosalie and the late Michael 

Bruno. Growing up in a strong 

Catholic household, Michael 

began as an altar serving in the 

 fourth grade. It was after serv-

ing his first mass that young 

Michael first felt the call to the priesthood. He would 

continue to stay involved in the church at his home parish 

of Regina Pacis/St. Rosalia’s Parish throughout his youth 

and teenage years. He attended Xaverian High School, 

where he continued his discernment. He became involved 

in activities such as bowling and golf, and had an avid love 

for reading, particularly history, and historical fiction. 

Fr. Bruno distinctly remembers his father Michael giving 

him a copy of Saint Augustine’s Confessions during his 

high school years. This led to Fr. Bruno’s deep passion for 

Augustinian works and studies. He graduated Xaverian 

High School in 2003 and went on to Stonehill College, 

M.A. where he received a B.A. in both History and 

Philosophy. Afterwards he was assigned to the North 

American College for major seminary formation. He was 

ordained a priest in 2010 for the Diocese of Brooklyn. He 

completed his Post-Graduate studies at the Casa Santa Maria 

where he received his doctorate in Dogmatic Theology 

and Church History.

Fr. Bruno became a parochial vicar in 2013 at St. Luke’s 

Parish in Whitestone, N.Y., while also servicing as an adjunct 

for Saint Joseph’s Seminary. Eventually, he was assigned full 

time to Saint Joseph’s Seminary in 2015. In 2016, Fr. Bruno 

became head of the Church History department. Fr. Bruno 

still finds time to go bowling and play golf whenever he gets a 

chance and is still an avid reader of history and Augustine. 

Fr. Bruno has written a book, based on his doctoral 

dissertation, called Political Augustinism (Fortress Press 

2014). The book combines his two doctoral studies of 

Church History and Dogmatic Theology, and his passion 

for Augustine. There is a new chapter coming out for 

Political Augustinism, called, “Doctore de Pacis.” When 

asked what he wanted to tell readers about his book Fr. 

Bruno said, “I hope it informs the 

discussion between faith and public life 

and gives a window to how Augustine 

has influenced and been interpreted in 

such questions.” Fr. Bruno’s book is 

dedicated to his father.  
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Father Richard Veras, 

in his few years on 

the faculty, has already 

become a fixture in the 

house and has fallen into 

stride with the men in 

formation. I sat down with 

him to discuss his life and 

a few of the projects he is 

currently working on.  

Ordained to the Priest-

hood for the Archdiocese of New York in 1996, he 

currently serves as Director of Pastoral Formation of St. 

Joseph’s Seminary, Chaplain for the Lay Ecclesial Move-

ment: Communion and Liberation (CL) in the Archdio-

cese of New York, and as Homiletics Professor. He has 

previously served in Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church 

in the Bronx, and in St. Joseph-St. Thomas Church in 

Staten Island. Father Veras also served as Pastor of St. 

Rita’s Church on Staten Island, and taught Religion at 

Archbishop Stepinac High School in White Plains and at 

Our Lady of Lourdes High School in Poughkeepsie. 

Father Veras is also an accomplished writer. He is a 

regular contributor to Magnificat magazine and is the 

author of three books: Jesus of Israel: Finding Christ 

in the Old Testament, Wisdom for Everyday Life from 

the Book of Revelation, and The Word Made Flesh. His 

latest book, The Word Made Flesh, deals with the Chris-

tian notion of finding Christ enfleshed in his Church to-

day, not only by way of his Incarnation, which occurred 

two thousand years ago, but by way of his Apostles 

and disciples and by way of the sacraments found in the 

Church throughout the centuries to the present.

Inspired by the spiritual charism of CL – seeing Christ 

incarnate in our world today – Father Veras developed 

this book through his work of offering Parish Missions 

across the country. In the book, he speaks of three main 

themes: the first is the “Foreshadowing of Christ”, 

where he speaks of the human longing for God and the 

foreshadowing of Christ occurring in the Old Testament. 

The second theme he presents is “Emmanuel, God with 

Us”, in which he speaks of God’s Incarnation; God’s taking 

on human flesh and its significance. In his final theme, 

“Christ Present to the World through the Church”, he 

speaks of the notion of God, through the Holy Spirit at 

Pentecost takes on flesh again by way of the Apostles and 

disciples throughout down through the centuries and up 

to the present moment. Father Veras concludes the work 

with the section, “The Word became Flesh Forever,” where 

he finishes by saying “the essence of Christianity is Christ 

incarnate, and he remains among us in his Church. As he 

approaches us through the members of his body, he in turn 

becomes easier for us to approach” (p. 184).

This spiritual charism of CL on the Incarnation of Christ 

in the Church today has informed Rev. Veras’ vocation to 

the Priesthood, his work in Priestly ministry, his career in 

education, and his current work as a member of the faculty 

in the priestly formation program at St. Joseph’s Seminary. 

At the end of my conversation with him, I asked him 

what he thought could be his contribution to the priestly 

formation program during his time at St. Joseph’s Sem-

inary? He responded, “I cannot say for sure, but I hope 

to witness to the Incarnation of Christ in my person 

continually, as priests are called to, by recognizing Christ 

everywhere. It is important in one’s own 

human formation to bring Christ to pa-

rishioners and to understand that Christ 

is everywhere intensely, and he changes 

all aspects of our lives.”  
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“I am a sinner redeemed  
by the blood of Jesus  

trying to be holy” 

  — Fr. Guglielmi

This statement touches my 

heart, and then I really 

want to know more about 

him; how he lives his life; and 

what I can learn from him. 

As a seminarian studying 

at St. Joseph’s Seminary in 

New York, I have had many opportunities to talk and 

listen to Fr. Guglielmi’s advice. Fr. Donald Guglielmi was 

born in New Haven, Connecticut, in 1949. He received 

a degree in Psychiatric Nurse and Political Science. He 

used to work at Yale New Haven Medical Center. When 

talking about his call to the priesthood, Fr. Guglielmi told 

me about what he encountered working as a psychiatric 

nurse – he saw many people suffering who had no religion. 

He recognized something was missing in their lives.  It was 

for these reasons that he changed his mind and vocational 

path. He wanted to go deeper and offer his life to God in 

order to save souls. In 1981, a young Donald Guglielmi 

entered Immaculate Conception Seminary. Just a few years 

later, he was ordained to the priesthood for the Diocese of 

Bridgeport on December 22, 1984. Since that day, Fr. Gug-

lielmi has lived a life of prayer and has completely devoted 

his life to the salvation of souls.

Fr. Guglielmi has fallen in love with Spiritual Theology 

since he studied for the Master of Art Degree in Theology at 

St. John University. During one of his classes, one of his 

professor, really moved him to study Spiritual Theology. 

This professor would years later become the famed Arch-

bishop Charles Brown. Father Guglielmi had a great hun-

ger to be holy, with great devotion to the Mother of God, 

to the Rosary, and Divine Mercy. 

In 2018, Fr. Guglielmi published a book named Star-

itsa: The Spiritual Motherhood of Catherine Doherty. I 

asked him, “why did you want to write about Catherine 

Doherty? And, what is spiritual motherhood?” Fr. Gug-

lielmi told me a remarkable story of how he was led by 

God to write about Catherine Doherty. When he studied 

in Rome in 1997, it was the time to choose a topic for his 

licentiate thesis, which would be developed further into his 

doctoral dissertation. After a few weeks, he worried much 

because of the deadline for choosing the topic. One night, 

Fr. Guglielmi had a vivid dream.  In that dream, he stood 

in front of an outline with four chapters about Catherine 

Doherty. But he could not understand what it was.

Fr. Guglielmi also saw a woman sitting behind the out-

line. He was so surprised because that woman was Cath-

erine Doherty.  Fr. Guglielmi looked at her and asked what 

it was. Catherine pointed her finger and said, “Father, this 

is your dissertation and it is going to be quite easy and 

doable.” Fr. Guglielmi woke up and his heart was burning 

for the desire to know more about Catherine Doherty.

In that year, Fr. Guglielmi wrote his thesis about Cath-

erine Doherty. He continued to write about Catherine in a 

second time book, Staritsa: The Spiritual Motherhood of 

Catherine Doherty. Fr. Guglielmi emphasizes the spiritual 

motherhood of Catherine Doherty. In his view, Catherine 

had great love for the priesthood and for the Gospel’s val-

ues of simplicity, obedience, openness to the will of God, 

and patient during trials and sufferings.

Fr. Guglielmi is now a professor and member of the faculty 

at St. Joseph’s Seminary. He teaches spiritual theology and 

Mariology. With a humble heart, Fr. Guglielmi said to me 

that, “I come back to the seminary with almost thirty-four 

years of priestly experience. The longer I am a priest, the more 

I experience, and the more I have to offer to future priests. I 

have my pastoral experience and the wisdom which comes 

with age, as well as the study of theology and spiritual direc-

tion.” No doubt, he is a great contribution for the seminary.

Together with Catherine’s spirit, Fr. Guglielmi gives semi-

narians his advice, and it could be the advice for everybody. 

He said, “Do little things well for the love of God; fulfill the 

duty of your life well even little things; 

accept with patience the trial that comes 

to you; abandon yourself for Divine 

Providence; and be persistent in prayer.” 

Truly, Fr. Donald A. Guglielmi is a  

humble man of prayer and devotion.
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The Year in Pictures 
A Brief Timeline of Important  
Events & Life at St. Joseph’s
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Ecumenical Dialogue Workshop 1 Orthodox Christianity

Ecumenical Dialogue Workshop at the  
9/11 Museum Lecture Hall, Sept 2017

Ecumenical Dialogue Workshop

Mass of the Holy Spirit Barbeque

Mass of the Holy Spirit, Sept, 2017
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Ecumenical Dialogue Workshop 1 Orthodox Christianity

       Mass of the Holy Spirit Barbeque

Annual Fall Visit, CSHOF at Dunwoodie Softball,  
Soccer, Evening Prayer & Dinner
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The Year in Pictures 
A Brief Timeline of Important  
Events & Life at St. Joseph’s
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Bishop of Eparchy of Parassala, India, Bishop Thomas 
Mar Eusebius Naickamparambil, visits Saint Joseph’s  
Seminary. Left to right: Jobin Thomas, IV Theology, Bishop 
Eusebius, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Fr. Shibi Aloysius.

Super Bowl with Bishop Barres

James Monti Lecture

III Theology Pilgrimage to the  
Holy Land, at the Sea of Galilee 

Holy Land Pilgrimage – Fr. Berg & Msgr. Vaccari cele-
brating Mass at the Grotto of the Nativity in Bethlehem



Archbishop Broglio and AMS Retreat
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March for Life in Washington D.C.
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The Year in Pictures 
A Brief Timeline of Important  
Events & Life at St. Joseph’s
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Holy Thursday, Washing of the Feet 

Lecture “The Light of Christ: Catholicism  
in the 21st Century” with Fr. Thomas J. White, O.

Annual Christmas Mass & Luncheon

Easter Vigil
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Silent Night Sing-a-long

Class of 2018

Jose Diaz receiving his diploma

MA Program Evening Classes
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St. Christopher’s Inn, 

a ministry of the 

Franciscan Friars of the 

Atonement, is a temporary 

homeless shelter dedicated 

to the rehabilitation of men 

who struggle with alcohol-

ism and drug addiction.  It 

is located in Graymoore, 

NY and was founded in 

1899.  The inn has been a 

place a refuge and has been called the ‘Holy Mountain.’  

The Friars, with the assistance of dedicated medical per-

sonal, counselors, cooks, and staff, help men to overcome 

their substance abuse.  Every year, the St. Joseph’s sends 

four seminarians to do pastoral work in St. Christopher’s.  

Two men from First Theology work in the Kitchen to 

help prepare dinner, participate in evening prayer and 

have dinner with the men. They work with the patients to 

prepare meals which is meant to help foster solidarity.  

The other two men, normally from second theology, 

come in as interns to learn from and assist the counsel-

ors in group therapy. The seminarians would participate 

in the afternoon lecture. Various topics are discussed 

such as health, spirituality, and psychology.  Afterwards, 

the patients and the seminarians would break out into 

their tracks for group therapy. The group therapy is an 

internal forum to help men discuss, with other addicts, 

their personal struggles which can be addiction, their 

history, family, work, and friends. It gives them the space 

to speak freely about their interior life and also to help 

empathize and support their peers.  

During my time in St. Christopher’s Inn, I have had the 

privilege of working both in the kitchen and as an intern.  

What moved me most from working in the kitchen was 

sharing a meal with the men. I was amazed to learn 

about their lives, hobbies, and knowledge.  I also realized 

that addiction has no face. I would sit in the chapel for 

evening prayer and see all the men walk in. I would see 

old and young, rich and poor, white and black.  During 

evening prayer, I would listen to their prayer intentions.  

For many, it was probably the first time they prayed 

regularly in years. Men would often pray for their family, 

and for inner healing. All were adult men, but when they 

prayed it was like listening to children pray for the first 

time.  I heard their cries, but it was always marked with 

hope for a better future.  

In my second year, I was blessed to participate in group 

therapy.  My internship gave me the opportunity to have 

regular interaction with the same men every week.  I 

began to hear their stories and understand the deeper 

roots of their lives.  I have learned to develop sympathy, 

and it has changed my understanding of addiction.   It is 

a disease that affects the person and all of his loved ones.  

Most importantly, I have seen how grace moves the men 

of St. Christopher. It was grace that brought them to the 

Mountain, and I see how the Inn brings inner healing and 

reconciliation of the man to himself and others.

St. Christopher’s Inn

PASTORAL FORMATION
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For more than one  

hundred sixty years, 

Manhattan College has 

been building upon the 

principles of Lasallian 

Catholic History. Saint 

John Baptist de La Salle, 

moved with compassion by 

the condition of the poor, 

decided to use his talents at 

the service of those chil-

dren, who were uneducated and often left to themselves. 

To be more effective, he left his home and went to live 

with teachers, resigned from his canonry and wealth, 

and organized the community that we now call the La-

sallian Brothers (Fratres Scholarum Christianarum).

The Lasallian community nurtures the belief in the 

living presence of God in our world. At Manhattan Col-

lege, every prayer begins with this expression of faith, 

“Let us remember that we are in the holy presence of 

God.” My pastoral work in Manhattan College’s Cam-

pus Ministry is aimed at engaging the heart and mind of 

the students through the Gospel. We are there to build 

trust and to walk alongside them through their spiritual 

journey and as they discern their future careers. 

I love what I do because there are times when I am 

sitting with a student, drinking coffee, listening to their 

story, and I sense the “burning bush” with us in the 

room.  As seminarians, walking around the campus 

buildings, we are always ready to pray for and with the 

students and to listen to their questions. The staff and 

students often ask us, “Why do you want to become a 

priest?” They want to hear our vocational stories, that 

moment of encounter with God and what it is like to 

study to be a Catholic priest. 

The value of this pastoral assignment is to be out in 

the world - to bring the joy of our Catholic faith to all 

whom we meet. Manhattan College is the place where I 

have learned to be comfortable wearing the priestly col-

lar. We are putting into practice the knowledge we learn 

in the classroom.  Pope Benedict XVI advised seminari-

ans to develop not only their souls but also their minds. 

He said, “Part of a priest’s journey of sanctity is his 

decision to develop, with God’s help, his own intellect, 

his own commitment: an authentic and solid personal 

culture which is the fruit of constant and impassioned 

study.” My time in Manhattan College helped me to 

understand the value of my intellectual and spiritual 

formation at Dunwoodie.  

When God calls us to serve in his sacred priesthood, he 

invites us to minister to him by ministering to his people.  

Campus ministry at Manhattan College has offered me 

this opportunity. I’m grateful for this assignment that 

has been an edifying and transformative experience.

“Remembering that God is with you will help and  

inspire you in all that you do.” 

- St. John Baptist De La Salle

Manhattan College

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE
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By Roger Velasquez,  
IV Theology, Diocese of  
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Ecumenical Dialogue Workshop III Interfaith  
Relationships at the 9/11Memorial Conference Center



BISHOP BARRES CALLS  
GRADUATES to a REBIRTH 
of APOLOGETICS
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Throughout the 

course of a year at 

Saint Joseph’s Seminary, 

two key moments stand 

out as the pinnacle of 

the life and mission of a 

house of formation. The 

first is the ordination of 

deacons in the Fall; the 

second, of course, is the 

presbyteral ordinations 

that occur in various 

dioceses throughout the 

Spring and Summer. 

Convocationannually remains the bridge between these 

two key moments focusing on the intense academic pur-

suit that is required to serve the People of God in priestly 

ministry. Unlike the ordinations, it is also a time where 

seminarians come together with lay students to show the 

unique array of experiences and vocations that populate 

the classrooms of Dunwoodie. From among the graduating 

students, St. Joseph’s Seminary will produce priests for 

dioceses inNew York, New Jersey, and Connecticut, while 

also training future theologians and lay persons in positions 

of ecclesial leadership. Like any academic institution, Saint 

Joseph’s Seminary holds a formal Convocation with the 

distribution of degrees and a commencement speaker, who 

offers parting words of wisdom to the graduating class.

To the fourth-year theologians and graduating lay  

students of Dunwoodie, Bishop John Barres of the  

Diocese of Rockville Centre offered the annual  

commencement address. His words were a tribute the 

late theologian Avery Cardinal Dulles whose 100th 

birthday will be celebrated in August of this year. Dulles 

remains an especially poignant name at Dunwoodie, 

since he taught at the seminary years ago as a theolo-

gian in-residence. Barres highlighted the words of the 

Cardinal, who called for a “new apologetics,” asking 

the graduates to work to bring about the new evangeli-

zation. Barres emphasized that Dulles’s “The Rebirth of 

Apologetics” is an “evangelizing theology” that remains 

pertinent to the Church’s mission. His words echoed the 

words of Pope Francis, who said that theology should be 

done “on one’s knees.” In this sense, successful theo-

logians are also missionary disciples. Though Dulles’s 

2004 call for a rebirth of apologetics in his Laurence J. 

McGinley Lecture seemed rather daunting, Barres left the 

graduates with a positive outlook. He offered theologians 

such as Scott Hahn and Bishop Robert Barron as  ex-

amples of this evangelizing spirit already at work. If the 

new priests and lay leaders are to be successful apologists 

and evangelists, their assent to this new project and their 

faith in Jesus Christ will be essential. Bishop Barres’ bold 
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Convocation of 2018, Faculty and Adjuncts gather on the front steps with  Most Rev. John O. Barres, Bishop of Rockville Centre
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assertion that Cardinal Dulles is the greatest American 

theologian in modern memory is only surpassed by his 

bolder assertion that Dulles’ rebirth of apologetics is 

indeed still possible. For Barres, the possibility is found 

inmissionary growth and in the establishment of “new 

and creative ways” of preaching the Gospel. The last 

words of Dulles’s 2004 lecture summarize well this year’s 

commencement address: “If we love Christ and cherish 

our faith, and if we wish to spread its 

saving influence, we will not shirk this 

important responsibility. The time is  

ripe, the need is urgent, for a rebirth  

of apologetics.” 
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By Christopher Heller, II Theology, Diocese of Rockville Centre

The Most Reverend John O. Barres, S.T.D., J.C.L., 

D.D., was born on September 20, 1960 and is a native 

of Larchmont, New York. Bishop Barres is a graduate of 

Princeton University (BA in English Literature), where he 

played three years of junior varsity basketball during the 

Coach Pete Carril era, and the New York University Graduate 

School of Business Administration (MBA in Management). 

His theological education includes an STB and an STL in 

Systematic Theology from the Catholic University of America 

(where he received seminary formation at Theological 

College), and a JCL in Canon Law and an STD in Spiritual 

theology from the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in 

Rome. 

Bishop Barres was baptized by Bishop Fulton Sheen in 

1960 while his father was working for the Bishop at the 

Propagation of the Faith in New York City. He was or-

dained a priest of the Diocese of Wilmington on October 21, 

1989 by Bishop Robert Mulvee. He began his priesthood as 

an associate pastor at churches in Newark and Wilmington. 

After further study in Rome, he served as Vice-Chancellor 

and then Chancellor of the Wilmington Diocese. 

Bishop Barres was ordained a Bishop and installed as the 

fourth Bishop of Allentown by His Eminence, Justin Cardinal 

Rigali, Archbishop of Philadelphia at the Cathedral of Saint 

Catharine of Siena in Allentown on July 30, 2009. Nation-

ally, Bishop Barres serves on the USCCB Committee on 

Evangelization and Catechesis. Since 2013, he has been the 

USCCB’s Episcopal Liaison to the Pontifical Mission Societies. 

Local institutions of higher education have recognized 

Bishop Barres’ impact on the community. De Sales University 

in Center Valley and Alvernia University in Reading have 

awarded the Bishop honorary doctor of humane letters 

degrees. Albright College in Reading has awarded Bishop 

Barres an honorary doctor of divinity degree. 

On December 9, 2016, Pope Francis named Bishop Barres 

as the fifth bishop of Rockville Centre, New York. He was 

installed on January 31, 2017 in the Cathedral of Saint Ag-

nes. Bishop Barres has made it his task to inspire dramatic 

missionary growth in the Diocese of Rockville Centre. He 

is a member of the Borromeo Council of Bishops at St. 

Joseph’s Seminary and was the first sending bishop to offer 

the commencement address at the seminary’s graduation. 

Most Reverend John O. Barres

Convocation of 2018, Faculty and Adjuncts gather on the front steps with  Most Rev. John O. Barres, Bishop of Rockville Centre
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“Chant stop the feeling,” Justin Timberlake almost 

sang. The Schola Cantorum provides music for 

Sundays, solemnities 

and other special occa-

sions, lifting up prayers 

with full heart and 

voice to aid the whole 

seminary’s prayerful 

singing. Fifteen semi-

narians comprise the 

Schola, all under the 

expert and joyful guid-

ance of Dr. Jennifer Do-

nelson, DMA, the seminary’s Director of Sacred Music.

The Schola rehearses for several hours each week, heed-

ing the Psalms’ exhortation to “sing a new song” and to 

sing a few older ones too. They usually sing the Grego-

rian proper chants from the Graduale Romanum each 

Sunday — at the entrance, offertory and Communion 

— and prepare another choral piece — favorites include 

Thomas Tallis’ If Ye Love Me, William Mundy’s A New 

Commandment and Franz Biebl’s Ave Maria.

These have been watershed seasons for the Schola. The 

Schola recently completed its second annual series of Ad-

vent and Christmas Concerts. The 2017 concerts brought 

the schola through three performances: one at the Basil-

ica of St. John the Evangelist in Stamford, CT, and two 

especially packed concerts at the seminary. Carol of the 

Bells, A La Nanita Nana, carols and our stupendous 

guest percussionist, Rex Benincasa, made for beautiful 

evenings. Neighbors, friends and family gathered to enjoy 

the music, pray and hear seminarians’ reflections on the 

rich season. And of course, the concerts were followed by 

not one but two Christmas parties!

The Christmas concerts also included an arrangement 

of Bruckner’s Ave Maria by Bruce Trinkley, a new friend 

the Schola made in the Cathedral of Notre Dame in July 

2017. Prof. Trinkley of Penn State University heard our 

concert there during our Schola “tour-grimage” of France 
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IV Theology, Diocese of Albany



through the magnificent musical, religious and cultural 

landmarks of the Catholic Church’s “eldest daughter.” 

The pilgrimage included Mass and concerts in Notre 

Dame, Reims, Chartres, Sacré-Coeur and Paris’ Made-

leine. But for many of us the highlights were visiting the 

Abbey of Solesmes, which almost singlehandedly res-

urrected Gregorian chant during the 19th century, and 

its daughter abbey of Fontgombault. These monasteries 

are home to large, vibrant communities of monks. The 

Vatican still asks Solesmes to publish the Church’s official 

chant books, from which the Schola sings each Sunday. 

The Schola was joined by:  Fr. Matthew Ernest, seminary 

Director of Liturgy; newly ordained priests who were 

members of the Schola; and friends and family of the 

seminary community.

Perhaps the profoundest of our fast-paced travels was 

to the small city church of St-Étienne-du-Rouvray, where 

Fr. Jacques Hamel was killed by a terrorist while offering 

Mass in July 2016. We were exactly a year and two days 

after his death - thousands had joined France’s president there 

two days before us to commemorate Fr. Hamel’s heroism.

Schola member William Snow aptly summarized the 

France experience: “All the beauty of those cathedrals 

was created so one Fr. Hamel could give his life.” May 

we not be afraid to pour out all we have in service of the 

good God who has given us His eternal life.

The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 1, Ed. 1, Fall 2018
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Schola Pilgrimage to France, in front of Notre-Dame de Paris



The library is named after 

Archbishop Michael 

Corrigan (1885-1902), who 

was the driving force behind 

the creation of St. Joseph’s 

Seminary in Yonkers in 

1896. He also made a size-

able donation to the library 

to put the collection at 

around 7,000 volumes at its 

opening. When the seminary 

first opened in 1896 the library was not situated in its 

current location but was instead built into the center of 

the main building on the third and fourth floors with two 

external reading rooms. It wasn’t until the 1940s when 

the library began to outstrip its current facilities with a 

collection of over 60,000 volumes that Cardinal Francis 

Spellman (1939-1967) put forth the idea of a new library. 

After many years of planning and construction the 

Corrigan Memorial library opened its doors on October 

4, 1953 as the four-story structure we are familiar with 

today. In addition to housing the Archdiocesan archives 

Yonkers Best Kept Secret: THE CORRIGAN MEMORIAL   LIBRARY
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Director of Corrigan  
Memorial Library
 

One of the many rare books found in the Major Edward J Bowes Rare Books Room at the Corrigan Library
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and the main collection, the library added its own special 

collections room (Major Edward J Bowes Rare Book 

Room) to house our 600 plus volumes that date from the 

15th to the 19th century. Cardinal Spellman envisioned 

the Corrigan Memorial Library as a place of research for 

graduate theological and independent scholarship, which 

is a responsibility we proudly carry on to this day.

The Corrigan Memorial Library serves the academic 

needs of the seminarians from the Archdiocese of New 

York, Diocese of Brooklyn, Diocese of Rockville Centre 

and the ascending dioceses. In addition to our diocesan 

seminarians we also serve the religious orders in the 

priestly formation program (Franciscan Friars of the 

Renewal, the Purists and the Indentes) that utilize our 

collection on a regular basis. The Corrigan Memorial 

Library coordinates support for the Permanent Diaconate 

and Masters programs with the libraries at the Semi-

nary of the Immaculate Conception and the Cathedral 

Seminary House of Formation.  Beyond the seminary 

community, we are open to graduate level research and 

permitting our alumni continued access to the library to 

support their ministries. In particular we would like to 

encourage outside researchers to make appointments to 

use our library’s special collection materials for their proj-

ects. In our Major Edward J Bowes Rare Book Room, we 

have such gems as a six volume Nicolas of Lyra Glossa 

Ordinaria bible (1506-08), an Easter Octave Antiphonary 

(late 16th century) and one of our oldest books, a Liber 

Sequentiarum (1407). If there is any interest in doing re-

search at our library, then please visit the Major Edward J 

Bowes library page to learn more about the collection and 

to set up an appointment (http://www.dunwoodie.edu/

major-edward-j-bowes).

The Corrigan Memorial Library has ample space to 

study with large reading rooms on the first and third 

floors with carrels available in the basement. The library’s 

collection currently includes over 84,000 print volumes, 

756 journals (210 current subscriptions), over 690 special 

collection items, expansive historical periodical micro-

film holdings and 180 Masters’ theses. Additionally, the 

library has two multi-functional copiers, twelve public 

computers, printers, and free public Wi-Fi available for 

our patrons. All patrons are permitted to use the library’s 

electronic resources including indexes and full text con-

tent from our databases, our eBook collection, interli-

brary loan service and Bible Works.  Our library also 

subscribes to the EBSCO Discovery Service tool which 

provides one-stop searching of all three diocesan library’s 

print collections and our shared electronic resources. The 

library website also provides a writing and research sec-

tion curated by Professor Annmarie McLaughlin to give 

assistance in the process of writing a course paper.  To 

complement our array of technological resources for the 

St. Joseph’s Seminary programs, our library is staffed by 

two librarians and one part-time clerk to provide research 

help to our patrons. From the seminary’s inception in 

1896, the library has aspired to put forth a well-balanced 

collection in each area of Catholic theology to support 

the ever growing academic mission of the seminary. If 

you don’t believe me then visit and see for yourself the 

hidden gems we have available in the Corrigan Memorial 

Library.

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGEYonkers Best Kept Secret: THE CORRIGAN MEMORIAL   LIBRARY
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On November  

11, 2018, the  

United States will ob-

serve the 100th Anni-

versary of the Armistice 

that ended the First 

World War. When the 

peace was announced 

100 years ago, there 

were celebrations 

throughout the country, 

including on the campus 

of St. Joseph’s Seminary, 

which did not go untouched by the horrors of the war. 

Faculty members and students had answered the call to join 

the war effort in various capacities.  Those who were priests 

entered the war as chaplains, including two faculty mem-

bers: Fr. John J. Mitty, chaplain of the 49th Infantry, and 

Fr. Robert Mulcahy, chaplain of the 101st Infantry. Their 

positions on the faculty were held for them for when 

they returned. By the end of the war, over 100 alumni 

and faculty had submitted applications for service, with 

88 of them in active duty.  These two images are pages 

from the 1918 – 1919 Seminary Regulator Diary. The 

diary was a daily log of seminary life. Although the focus 

was usually on activities directly affecting the Seminary, 

the Armistice was one of the larger world events that 

was mentioned in its pages. 

Rumors had been circulating across the county at the 

beginning of November that the end of the war was near. 

The students of St. Joseph’s Seminary, as well as the rest of 

the world, anxiously waited for the news of the armistice. 

As you can see on these pages, the student keeping the diary 

noted that, on November 7, someone had said that the  

Armistice was to be signed within 72 hours, and the next 

few days are marked as “nervously waiting” for the news. 

 November 11, 1918 has the simple notation “Victory,” 

with further details that the campus was woken at 3:45am 

with sirens and bells, and the celebration continued 

throughout the day.  The seminarians were granted a holi-

day and spent it celebrating. Some students participated in 

the celebrations held throughout Yonkers. Others paraded 

around the grounds of the Seminary where they were joined 

by students from Public School 17 who were marching 

through Dunwoodie to celebrate the news. They sang the 

“Star Spangled Banner” together and listened to the en-

couraging words of the rector, Msgr. John Chidwick. 

The celebrations held at St. Joseph’s were just one  

example of the multitude of festivities that occurred across 

the nation after the news of the signing of the armistice 

was made official. During the month of November, various 

displays of patriotism occurred throughout the country. 

Parades were held in cities, allowing all those who had 

worked so hard on the home front to finally celebrate. It 

was not uncommon, during this time, to see streets lined 

with American flags. More celebrations would continue as 

the men slowly began to arrive home. 

By Kate Feighery, M.A., C.A.,  
Archivist Director of Archives for 

the Archdiocese of New York

ARMISTICE DAY, 1918 at the SEMINARY
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When I first began 

to discern my 

call to the diaconate 

several years ago,  

I knew that I had a 

strong desire to serve 

God and his people  

in a permanent and 

consecrated way, and 

that God had placed 

this desire in my heart. 

What I didn’t realize at 

the time was that this 

call would eventually 

lead me to the MA–

Theology program at St. Joseph’s Seminary. Thankfully, 

this was one of the many times God has taught me that 

his plans are better than mine!

For many years, the diaconate formation program 

in my home diocese of Bridgeport, Connecticut had 

occurred entirely within the diocese, with most classes 

being taught at the diocesan Catholic Center during 

monthly formation weekends. Beginning in early 2016, 

however, the diocese began a partnership with St. Joseph’s 

 Seminary (SJS), in which candidates for the permanent 

diaconate receive intellectual formation through the 

MA–Theology program, on either a credit or audit basis. 

This enables our monthly formation weekends within the 

diocese to be focused more on spiritual formation and 

practical issues in liturgy and pastoral ministry. There are 

currently six men in diaconate formation from the Dio-

cese of Bridgeport studying at SJS, in addition to several 

seminarians who are in formation for the priesthood.

Having the opportunity to study at SJS has truly been 

a blessing. Our classes in sacred scripture, dogmatic and 

moral theology, and Church history have been enlighten-

ing and enriching, and I’ve been able to apply what we 

learn in these classes to my parish ministry In addition to 

their academic credentials, our professors are also very 

engaging teachers. They get to know their students and 

are approachable when a student needs assistance. I’m 

looking forward to the opportunity to work more closely 

with one of our professors as I begin working on my MA 

thesis this spring and summer.

Beyond academic formation, we’ve experienced a real 

sense of community at SJS. We’ve developed friendships 

with other permanent diaconate candidates from the 

Archdiocese of New York, as well as seminarians and lay 

men and women who are pursuing graduate-level studies 

to better serve their parish or diocese, or for their own 

personal faith enrichment. For the past two academic 

years, I have serve as a student council representative for 

the MA program. This provides an opportunity to share 

Dunwoodie and the Diocese of Bridgeport: A PARTNERSHIP IN    DIACONATE FORMATION
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Institution of deacon candidates from the Diocese of Bridgeport to 

the ministries of lector (left, in suits) and acolyte (right, in albs) by 

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano in January 2018. The men instituted to 

the ministry of lector are currently enrolled in the MA–Theology 

program at St. Joseph’s seminary. Photo by Fran Cann.

By Eric Keener, Permanent  
Diaconate Candidate for  
the Diocese of Bridgeport



feedback and offer has been a chance to give something 

back to the SJS community by sharing feedback and 

bringing ideas from the student community to the deans 

of the school. We have also benefited greatly from the 

deep sense of spirituality at SJS, including opportunities 

to participate in Mass, Evening Prayer and Night Prayer, 

and Eucharistic Adoration. On the morning of Good Friday 

this year, I was able to attend the Tenebrae service with 

my wife and children, giving them a chance to experience 

the SJS community as we contemplated our Lord’s Passion.

It requires a great deal of commitment for our diaconate 

formation group to commute to Yonkers for classes each 

Monday and Wednesday evening, and to devote the effort 

needed for our reading and writing assignments. It also 

requires a great deal of flexibility and understanding 

on the part of our families. Commitment and devotion 

are an important part of diaconal ministry, though. The 

things that are most worth doing in life require effort, 

and we can offer these efforts as we seek to serve God 

and his Church. 

I am grateful that SJS has become an integral part of 

our formation process, and I look forward to maintaining 

my relationship with SJS through ordination (God willing), 

and in the years beyond. 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGEDunwoodie and the Diocese of Bridgeport: A PARTNERSHIP IN    DIACONATE FORMATION
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Through the grace of 

God, all who have the 

opportunity to study and 

grow within the walls of 

St. Joseph’s Seminary and 

College; all, are bravely 

responding to a divine  

call. Whether it be a  

seminarian, a priest,  

a sister, a member of a  

religious order, a deacon,  

a diaconate candidate, or  

a lay person; all students  

of St. Joseph’s are being called, formed, and gifted to 

serve and build up the Kingdom of God. I begin with 

this bold statement because it is the truth, but when I  

initially signed up for my first class, I was oblivious to 

this, and many other truths.   

Back in 2016, I was a busy and overscheduled 38 year 

old wife, mother, educator, and small business owner. I 

was born and raised Catholic, but I fell away from the 

Church during my teenage and college years. Through 

God’s divine providence, I experienced a profound 

spiritual conversion in my early 30’s, whereby I finally 

developed a loving personal relationship with Jesus; and 

ultimately, I returned to the welcoming embrace of His 

Church. After years of spiritual drought, my soul was 

thirsty for a deeper knowledge of my faith; it was an 

intense yearning that my 8th grade level of catechism was 

unable to satisfy. In addition, I felt this internal pull to 

want to give all that I have, and to use all of my God-giv-

en talents for the Lord, and His Church. 

However, as I entered the peaceful and sacred halls of 

St. Joseph’s Seminary and College, I not only heard the 

echo of my heels, I also heard the echo of doubt. “As a 

Catholic woman, what are you going to do with a degree 

in Theology?”, “Are you going to run off and become a 

nun?”, “Shouldn’t you be saving for your kids’ tuition 

and not your own?” My internal fears combined with 

external pressures clouded my judgment, and early in my 

discernment process, I began to question the practicality 

of what seemed to be an unnecessary degree. Today, I  

realize that this is the most practical and important  

degree of my life. 

At St. Joseph’s, you learn of the truth, beauty, and 

splendor of 2,000 years of Catholicism. The curriculum, 

in its design and delivery, inspires students to grow both 

intellectually and spirituality. My work on my M.A. 

program literally brought me to me knees and helped me 

to know Christ on an even deeper and truer level. Imme-

diately, I began to see the fruits of my studies and God’s 

grace within my own life. I became a better wife, a better 

mother, and a better educator. In addition, I completely 

adjusted my work life balance, so that despite taking on a 

part-time graduate degree, I am no longer over scheduled. 

St. Joseph’s Seminary and College offers small classes, 

affordable tuition, convenient locations, flexible class 

schedules, and the highest caliber of academic studies 

and spiritual formation. Professors and administrative 

staff members are all talented, experienced, supportive, 

and highly accessible.  In addition, the theological library 

and research staff are superb.  The diverse student body 

is composed of friendly, collaborative, and committed 

students. All those who walk through the doors of  

St. Joseph’s Seminary and College have traveled a unique 

path, all have responded to an individual call, but all are 

now collectively united on the universal road to holiness.   

This article was written by Jennifer Gentile. Jennifer 

resides in Westchester, NY, with her husband and two 

sons. Jennifer posses a M.A. in Special Education and she 

is currently pursuing a second M.A. in Theology at St. 

Joseph’s Seminary and College. 

Master of Arts STUDENT PROFILE
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Jennifer Gentile

By Jennifer Gentile, 
Current MA in Theology  

student, Archdiocese  
of New York
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Summer of 2017, after each session I would shake my 

head feeling so overwhelmed and tell God, “I’m done…

can’t go on.”  Yet by the next day I would have an expe-

rience that would cause me to relinquish that previous 

thought and I would once again look forward to reading 

more about the topic or delving into more research or 

just thinking how the information was influencing my 

approach toward living.  I have finished several courses 

already and continue to feel my relationship growing 

deeper and more intimate with God.

I recall being so anxious about the first research paper I 

had to produce.  I sought out the assistance of the profes-

sor of writing and research who gladly provided in depth 

comments along with sources I could reference for future 

work.  The Library staff on numerous occasions saved 

me from moments of confusion and often provided a 

perspective I did not even know I needed.  The professors 

continue to be readily accessible during class and well 

after completion of a course.  Always eager to provide 

another layer of insight!  The classes I have taken have 

been “linked” from the main campus in Yonkers and on 

those rare occasions when due to weather a class was 

cancelled the location where the professor was located 

was captured on video and a You Tube link provided the 

next day.  

I get asked what I eventually intend to do with the de-

gree and I tell folks I don’t know how this journey ends, 

but I don’t have to know because each moment brings 

me closer to who God wants me to be. I am savoring the 

present moment and allowing myself to be amazed.  In 

that there is great freedom and wonder.

Within the span of 

one week, I was 

asked by three separate  

individuals, “Have you 

ever considered getting 

your Master’s degree in  

Theology”? My reply to 

each was an emphatic, 

“No”!  For a whole host  

of reasons I did not want  

to think of the question  

any further, besides I  

already possessed a  

Master’s degree in Public Administration, what would I 

need another degree for?  Where would I get the money 

and time to devote to such an undertaking in addition to 

feeling too old to learn.  How could I ever memorize 

 anything and recall it for an exam?  Plus, obtaining a 

degree in my current job would have no impact.

Yet something I learned throughout my faith formation 

and in particular, training to become a spiritual director, 

lead me to take this to prayer.

As I shifted from my thoughts to what I was feeling in 

my heart, I realized this was not my decision but rather 

an invitation from God wherein I had a choice to make.   

I recalled other large life decisions and in each instance 

the outcome was better than I ever could have imagined.  

So I said, “Yes” but only if:  classes would be available 

at night or on weekends; I would obtain the same 

knowledge the seminarians and deacons were receiving; 

the location would be on Long Island; and being a lay 

woman I would be welcomed.  One week after sub-

mitting my application, I had an appointment with the 

Associate Dean at the Immaculate Conception Seminary 

in Huntington and my first course was confirmed for the 

Summer of 2017!

The journey has been amazing and I do not need to 

know “how the story ends” because in every step of the 

way I feel God’s presence.  During my first course in the 
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Rockville Centre
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Our Partnerships with America  
Magazine & Saint Vladimir’s  
Orthodox Theological Seminary

The Dunwoodie Disciple Vol. 1, Ed. 1, Fall 2018

“America Media is proud to partner with St. Joseph’s  
Seminary – Dunwoodie. The Seminary Program is a leader 
in the formation of men for the priesthood as well as Catholic 
thought in theology and philosophy and, through our 
partnership, America Media and St. Joseph’s are able to 
combine resources to produce fruitful and challenging con-
tent through conferences, symposia and a variety of public 

events.”   – Fr. Matt Malone, Editor for America Magazine

Events co-sponsored by America Magazine  
and Saint Joseph’s Seminary:

The Very Rev.  
Dr. Chad Hatfield 
D.Min., President  
of Saint Vladimir’s  
Orthodox Theological 
Seminary

“Our two seminaries  
are ten minutes apart.  
In the past few years, we 
have intentionally shared 
events, speakers and even 
a concert honoring the Mother of God with hymog-
raphy from both East and West. We have a good start 
but both seminaries are committed to finding more 
ways of cooperation and common witness in these chal-
lenging days of the 21st century.”Magnificat Concert at St. Jean Baptiste  

Roman Catholic Church, Manhattan



Help the SEMINARIANS of TODAY  
Become the PRIESTS of TOMORROW
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• Support the Seminary’s modernization program
 Saint Joseph Seminary is undergoing a total  
 modernization program and upgrading all of 
  its basic building systems as part of a multi-year  
 project with an estimated cost of $24 million. 

• Sponsor a seminarian’s education
 Seminary tuition (including room and board) is 
  $30,000 for the academic year. If you wish to  
 sponsor one or more years of a seminarian’s  
 education, please contact Msgr. Peter I. Vaccari,  
 rector of Saint Joseph’s Seminary.

• Remember St. Joseph’s Seminary in Your Will
 To learn more about remembering the Seminary  
 in your will or other types of planned gifts,  
 please contact Dawn Ellwood at (646) 794-3317 
  or dawn.ellwood@archny.org.

• Make a one-time gift of any size 
 Gifts of any size can be made online or by phone 
  to the Development Office at (646) 794-3301;  
 or by mail (checks payable to St. Joseph’s  
 Seminary Fund) to the following address:
 

 St. Joseph Seminary Fund
 Attn: Development Office
 1011 First Avenue, Floor 14
 New York, NY 10022
 

The primary mission of St. Joseph’s Seminary is to form and educate the  
young men who have responded so generously to God’s call to the priesthood. 

Thank you for your interest in supporting these seminarians, who will  
one day hand on the traditions and sacramental life of the Church.

If you are interested in making a gift to St. Joseph’s, there are several ways to do so:
 



Saint Joseph’s Seminary Undergoes  
a Major Renovation Project 
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The Vision of His Eminence Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan  
and His Commitment to Expansion into the Future!

The academic year 2017-2018 saw the beginning  

of a major renovation project at Saint Joseoph’s  

Seminary. The work in the main building is scheduled  

to conclude late in the calendar year 2019. The major 

capital and construction projects have been entrusted 

to the Zubatkin Owner Representation LLC. Included 

within the project has been the restoration of the main 

chapel, a work which has been entrusted to D’Ambrosio 

Ecclesiastical Art Studios, Inc.

In the main building the capital and construction  

projects within the scope include: life safety, electrical  

and technological, and environmental components.   

The project for the main chapel has included: interior 

painting of the nave and sanctuary of the chapel,  

enhanced lighting, all woodwork has been cleaned, 

stained and varnished, the main altar has been cleaned 

and polished, and, the altar of sacrifice has been cleaned 

and polished.
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“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing  
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” 
                                                                 

 — (Mt. 28:19-20)
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Saturday, September 8, 2018 
8:00 Morning workshop on a “New Apologetics  

for the New Evangelization” with Dr. Scott Hahn, Ph.D. 

Two Conferences, followed by a Q & A, ending with lunch 

 
Sunday, October 28, 2018 
“Celebration of the Centenary of the  

Birth of Avery Cardinal Dulles, SJ” 

11:00am Mass 

Presider: Most Reverend James Massa, Ph.D. 

Homilist: Rev. Matt Malone, SJ, President and Editor in Chief,  

America magazine 

12:15 Lunch 

1:30 Lecture: Dr. Patrick W. Carey, author, 

Avery Cardinal Dulles, SJ, A Model Theologian 

2:45 Response: Most Reverend James Massa, Ph.D. 

3:15 Conversation: Dr. Carey, Bishop Massa, Fr. Malone, SJ 

 
Sunday, November 11, 2018 
Symposium - “Scripture in the Service of the Church” 

1:30 – 5:30pm 

Fr. Ronald Witherup, PSS, S.T.L., Ph.D – Keynote address 

Rev. William Cleary, S.T.D., Chair, Department of Sacred 

Scripture at St. Joseph Seminary 

Dr. Enrique Aguilar, S.S.D. Author, Symposium Organizer 

Dr. Katherine Hayes, Ph.D., Author 

Rev. David Monaco, CP, SSL, PhD, Author 

 

Upcoming Events for the Fall 2018 Academic Year
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Evening Classes Open to Qualified Lay Men and Women
Priests and Consecrated Religious

 

Master of Arts in Theology
Post-masters and Masters Certificates in Dogmatic Theology and Sacred Scripture

 

Four Locations to meet the needs of all our students 
Visit our website www.dunwoodie.edu for the list of classes offered 

Or call our Academic Offices at our Yonkers and Huntington locations.
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Dean Christine Hammill-Cregan
Associate Dean for Huntington & Douglaston

(631) 423-0483, ext 131
Christine.Hammill-Cregan@archny.org

Earn your Degree or Master’s Certificate at St. Joseph’s Seminary

Dr. Donna Eschenauer
Associate Dean for Yonkers & Poughkeepsie

(914) 367-8280
Donna.Eschenauer@archny.org



Saint Joseph’s Seminary 

201 Seminary Avenue 

Yonkers, New York 10704 

(914) 968-6200 

www.dunwoodie.edu


