


Dear friends of St. Joseph’s Seminary,
 

Warm greetings from the Dunwoodie campus at 
the conclusion of our 125th anniversary year! 

In the following pages, you will find articles by sem-
inarians and faculty recounting our anniversary events 
over the past year. All of these occasions — liturgies, 
lectures, and concerts — were grace-filled moments of 
thanksgiving for the long history of our treasured insti-
tution, as well as moments of prayerful encounter with 
Christ for our community as we confidently look to the 
future.

Please take some time to relive these moments with 
us. It is my privilege to thank all of those who helped us 
produce this year-long series of events: Cardinal Timothy 
M. Dolan, the Chairman of our Board of Trustees and 
convener of the St. Charles Borromeo Council; Bishop 
Robert Brennan of the Diocese of Brooklyn and Bishop 
John Barres of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, co-mem-
bers of the Council; our generous Board of Trustees; our 
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dedicated faculty and staff; of course, our distinguished 
guest speakers, including Cardinal Edwin O’Brien, 
Msgr. John Meier, and Dr. Scott Hahn; our musicians 
and events-planners, and all of the alumni and students 
across our various programs and campuses who made 
this year a great success!

Sadly, our anniversary year also witnessed the passing 
of three beloved members of our faculty: Fr. Kevin 
O’Reilly (1969-2021), Fr. Joseph Koterski, S.J. (1954-
2021), and Msgr. Michael Curran (1955-2021). Three 
of our seminarians wrote thoughtful articles about the 
impact of these priests on their priestly formation and  
future life as ordained ministers. St. Joseph’s Seminary 
has always been distinguished by its faculty, and these 
three beloved professors and colleagues are sorely missed. 
 Please read about them and keep them — and us — in 
your prayers.

Thank you for your love of seminarians and priests. 
Thank you for the esteem you have for the permanent 
deacons and the lay women and men who study at St. 
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Joseph’s Seminary in hopes  
of serving the people of God 
in one of the Church’s many 
vital ministries. And thank 
you for your financial sup-
port of St. Joseph’s Seminary 
during this anniversary year 
and always.  

The events of this year have demonstrated to us  
what the seminary can do in terms of development and 
strengthening its bonds with the local Catholic community. 
We hope that you will always remain a part of the St. 
Joseph’s family, joining us in furthering a tradition that 
has endured for more than 125 years.

God bless you and your loved ones!

Sincerely in Christ,
Bishop James Massa

Auxiliary Bishop of Brooklyn
Rector
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1840  — Bishop John Hughes established the first  
St. Joseph’s Seminary at Fordham in the Bronx.

1864–1896  — New York diocesan priests were 
trained at St. Joseph’s Provincial Seminary in  
Troy, New York.

1886  — Archbishop Michael Augustine Corrigan  
announced his intention of providing New York with 
a modern seminary facility.

1890  — The Valentine Estate in Dunwoodie,  
Yonkers, was purchased.

1891 May 17  — the cornerstone was blessed.  
Construction began later that same year.

1896 August 12  — the building was dedicated. The 
seminary opened its doors in September of that year.

1900 April 19  — Archbishop Michael A. Corrigan 
consecrated the seminary chapel, his gift to  
St. Joseph’s.

1941 May 14  — On the 25th anniversary of his   
ordination to the priesthood, Francis Cardinal  
Spellman celebrated Mass in the seminary chapel  
and announced plans to construct a new gymnasium 
and library.

1945–1967 — St. Joseph’s Renaissance  
Cardinal Spellman invested over $4,000,000 in  
renovations that included new furniture, painting, 
rewiring, redecoration of the chapel and the  
construction of a new library and gymnasium.

1952 October 29  — Cardinal Spellman blessed  
the cornerstone for the new Corrigan Memorial 
Library.

The Dunwoodie Disciple

St. Joseph’s Seminary 
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1900 - Archbishop Michael Corrigan consecrates the seminary 
chapel, which he personally gifted to Dunwoodie.

1915 - Unveiling of the statue of St. Joseph

1946 - Golden Jubilee of St. Joseph’s Seminary
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1953  October 4  — the new library was dedicated.

1967 May 11  — the Cardinal Spellman Recreation 
Building was dedicated.

1983  — Terence Cardinal Cooke restored the main 
chapel of Dunwoodie, the Chapel of St. Joseph.

1995 October 6th  — Pope St. John Paul II  
celebrated Vespers with the seminary community 
and dedicated the new chapel doors bearing the 
words which inaugurated his pontificate, Aperite 
Portas Redemptori, “Open the doors to the  
Redeemer.”

2008  April 19th  — Pope Benedict XVI visited the  
seminary for a prayer service and youth rally. The 
Holy Father told the seminarians to “dwell in the 
love of Christ and to make his love shine forth for 
others.” 

2011 November 4th   — Cardinal Timothy M. 
Dolan of New York, Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio 
of Brooklyn, and Bishop William Murphy of 
Rockville Centre formed the St. Charles Borromeo 
Partnership that joined the seminary programs of 
Dunwoodie, Huntington and Douglaston. 

2021  — St. Joseph’s Seminary celebrates 125  
years of service to the Church of New York and  
the wider region.
 

1995 - Pope St. John Paul greets seminarians as he enters the  
St. Joseph’s Seminary Chapel. 

2008 - Pope Benedict XVI blesses special needs children at a  
prayer service in the St. Joseph’s Seminary Chapel.

2011 - Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Bishop William F. Murphy of  
Rockville Centre and Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio of Brooklyn sign 
an agreement creating the interdiocesan seminary partnership among 
their three dioceses.

St. Joseph’s Seminary 

T I M E L I N E



Pentecost Sunday, May 17, 
1891, was a bright spring day 

in New York City, perfect weather 
for the blessing that afternoon  
of the cornerstone of the new St. 
Joseph’s Seminary on Valentine Hill in the Dunwoodie 
area of Yonkers, New York.  

Preparations for the celebration had been under way for 
five years. Not since the blessing of the cornerstone of the 
new St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 1858 had any event aroused 
so much excitement among the Catholics of New York.

The most practical route from Manhattan 
to Dunwoodie appeared to be the New York 
and Northern Railroad (later the Putnam 
Division of the New York Central). The 
southern terminus of the railroad, which it 
shared with the northern terminus of the 
Sixth and Ninth Avenue elevated railroads, 
was conveniently located at Eighth Avenue 
and 155th Street. 

In Yonkers, the right-of-way of the New 
York and Northern paralleled the property 
of the future seminary. The railroad agreed 
to operate special excursion trains on Sunday, 
May 17, 1891, every ten or twenty minutes 
between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. at a round- 
trip bargain fare of 25 cents. Both Archbishop 
Michael Corrigan and Mayor Hugh Grant 
of New York City announced that this was 
how they planned to get to Dunwoodie 
that day.

Unfortunately, tens of thousands of other 
New York Catholics had the same idea,  
and they quickly overwhelmed the limited 
capacity of the railroad to accommodate 
such large crowds. Estimates of the numbers 

who reached the seminary grounds vary from 40,000  
to 100,000 at a time when the population Yonkers  
was only slightly more than 30,000. Perhaps an equal 
number gave up the attempt to get to Dunwoodie. 

The main reason for the debacle was the single track 
of the New York and Northern between Van Cortland 
Park and Dunwoodie. As each crowded train arrived at 
the Dunwoodie station and discharged its passengers, it 
had to be backed down the line using a series of sidings. 
Meanwhile, more and more northbound trains came to 
a dead halt, waiting for clearance to proceed farther up 
the line. The normal running time from 155th Street to 
Dunwoodie was fifteen minutes. On that Sunday afternoon, 
however, some trains took three hours to traverse the 
seven miles. The newspaper reporters on board referred  
to the impasse as a “blockade” and the name stuck. 
The blockade was no respecter of persons. Both Arch-
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 By Msgr. Thomas Shelly, Priest of the  
 Archdiocese of New York, Professor  
 Emeritus of Church History

The Day of the Blockade
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Not since the blessing of the cornerstone of  
the new St. Patrick’s Cathedral in 1858 had  
any event aroused so much excitement among  
the Catholics of New York.
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Saint Joseph Seminary: 125 in  
the making! It has a formula that 

continues to hold out tremendous 
promise for the priesthood and the 
entire Church.

Our anniversary year happened to coincide with the Year 
of St. Joseph, as declared by our Holy Father, Pope Francis, 
back on December 8, 2020. Though impacted in various 
ways by the pandemic, the year was marked by a series of 
joyful celebrations: concerts, lectures, special liturgies, and 
banquets that honored the life and legacy of the school. 

As a newly arrived seminarian, I had the distinct honor 
of entering the community at a time when it was par-
ticularly focused on its mission and legacy. My brother 
seminarians and I, along with our dedicated faculty and 
staff, were invited to reflect on all the great traditions 
of scholarship, priestly fraternity, and pastoral service 
that has charactered “Dunwoodie” since 1896. Over 
the course of the year, we became living witnesses to the 
school’s amazing history. 

Each of us who comes here to be formed as a priest 
or educated theologically for some type of service in the 
Church has a distinct and colorful vocation story. For 
me, entering seminary happened in midlife after years of 
working in lay ministry for my local parish in Brooklyn. 
Like others, I heard the call to follow the Good Shep-
herd, and the Holy Spirit, working through my bishop, 
determined that St. Joseph’s Seminary would be the 
place for me to be formed into a priest-servant for the 
people of God. Entering Dunwoodie at this special time 
was a confirmation of my desire to study at a place that 
represented what is best in the Church and her leaders.  

At the Opening Mass and barbecue on September  
16, 2021, I was deeply moved to hear about the many 
milestones in the seminary’s venerable history of service 
to the Catholic community of the region. I also marveled 
at the faithful Catholics whose lives were touched by the 

Opening Mass & BBQ
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bishop Corrigan and Mayor Grant abandoned their train 
and walked the last two miles on foot along the roadbed 
of the railroad, arriving for the ceremonies almost three 
hours late.

The finale occurred around 7:00 p.m., when a huge 
avalanche of humanity  — 20,000 strong  — stormed down 
Valentine Hill for a return engagement with the New York 
and Northern. True to form, the railroad was unprepared 
for its customers. When the first southbound train steamed 
into the Dunwoodie station, the waiting passengers stormed 
aboard all ten coaches and occupied every other part of 
the rolling stock as well.  

A reporter from the New York Times noted, “The natives 
of Dunwoodie were treated to a novel spectacle of a loco-
motive literally covered with human beings. Men sat on 
the cowcatcher, in the cab, beside the boiler and all over 
the tender.” Not surprisingly, the engineer moved gingerly 
down the tracks, and the train did not reach the 155th 
Street depot until two-and-a-quarter hours later.  It was 
past midnight by the time the last passengers were trans-
ported home from the Dunwoodie station.

Archbishop Corrigan was a notably fastidious person 
with a passion for punctuality. In the aftermath of the 
recriminations that followed the debacle on Valentine  
Hill on May 17, 1891, however, he rose above the fray  
to comment, “The very inconveniences of the journey,  
so cheerfully acquiesced in, only made the pains taken  
to assist at the ceremony more praiseworthy.” 

One final postscript occurred two months later, when 
the archbishop received a letter from a laborer named 
Timothy Quinn, who explained his crucial role on the day 
of the blockade. “Mr. Stewart [the contractor] sent me to 
watch the cornerstone and gave me orders to stay night 
and day until I was informed to leave. This I did, and on 
the 9th of of June, I was finished, this making 21 days  
and 21 nights at the cornerstone.”

According to Quinn, the contractor had promised to pay 
him the princely sum of $76.50 for his services, but he had 
given him only $48. “If you can prevail on Mr. Stewart to 
settle with me,” he told Archbishop Corrigan, “you will 
confer a very great favor on your very obedient servant.” 
The archbishop’s reply is not recorded, but he kept the letter.

   By Robert Ruggiero, I Theology,  
 Diocese of Brooklyn
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ministries of the priests who prepared for ordination in 
these halls. They and all of us in formation today have the 
great privilege of studying and praying under the patronage 
of Saint Joseph, a model of spiritual fatherhood for all 
Christians. 

The Opening Mass for the anniversary year was more 
than an historical commemoration; it was a testimony to 
the faith of our founders and forebears, as well as of all 
those clergy, religious, and laity who labored in this por-
tion of the Lord’s Vineyard. We enjoyed ourselves over 
excellent food and warm fraternity with alumni, former 
faculty, and family members of our students.

“There is an appointed time for everything, and a time 
for every affair under the heavens,” as the Teacher of 
Wisdom says (Ecclesiastes 3:1-10). As we look back on 
our 125th anniversary, my classmates and I are blessed 
to be living in this privileged time, when new seed is 
being planted for the renewal of the Church and her 
clergy. May Saint Joseph, patron of our seminary and of 
the Universal Church, continue to inspire our work and 
safeguard our mission. May the Foster Father of Jesus 
sustain us in being for the wider community a beacon of 
faith, hope, and love. To all of my brothers and sisters 
who study and work here, I say: Ite ad Joseph! 
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Alumni, students, faculty and seminarians share a  
meal after the Opening Mass for the launch of the 
125th Anniversary Year.



the same rights as a son of the Covenant. Referring to 
Luke 2:33, Dr. Hahn found a key reference to Joseph’s 
role in the young life of Jesus. Mary respects and refers 
to Joseph as “father” in the passage in which their lost 
child is found in the temple. He is honored, alongside the 
mother who bore the Savior, as guardian and teacher. 

St Joseph’s vocation is crucial in the messianic mission 
of Jesus in the “hidden years” in Nazareth. The example 
and testimony of Joseph the Carpenter, the righteous son 
of David, proceeds from his own relationship with God 
the Father. One can only imagine the conversations that 
Joseph had with his foster child about the God of Israel, 
whom Jews had come to know through the centuries as 
a loving and faithful father.

Dr. Hahn also cited Pope Leo XIII, who drew illuminating 
connections between Joseph of the Old Testament and 
Joseph of the New Testament. Just as the son of the pa-
triarch Jacob back in Genesis (chapters 37-50) proved to 

The first public lecture of the 
125th Anniversary year was 

presented by Dr. Scott Hahn, Fr. 
Michael Scanlan Professor of Biblical Theology and the 
New Evangelization at the Franciscan University of Steu-
benville. Dr. Hahn is a nationally known Catholic author 
and speaker who has written dozens of books and articles 
on theological topics. In the year of St. Joseph, Dr. Hahn’s 
lecture on October 1 was particularly meaningful. 

In his presentation, Dr. Hahn explained St. Joseph’s 
genealogy and the presence of the fatherhood theme in  
Jesus’ teaching and ministry. The fact that Joseph, husband 
of Mary, could have no biological role in the conception of 
Jesus, and yet still be a father to him, had special resonance 
for those of us in the audience who are preparing for a life 
of celibate priesthood. The spiritual fatherhood of priests 
and other Christian men is no less a fatherhood than that 
of St. Joseph. 

Dr. Hahn referred the audience to the birth narrative 
in the Gospel of Matthew, where Joseph plays a crucial 
role in Jesus’ entry into the world of first century Judaism. 
Joseph exercises his paternal rights by naming the child 
Jesus according to the Jewish law (1:25), which gave the 
Lord a legal status within his own Galilean community. 
He further remarked that St. Joseph’s fatherhood becomes 
vitally important when he protects Jesus and Mary during 
the persecution by the tyrannical King Herod.  

Jesus receives all hereditary rights through Joseph, Dr. 
Hahn noted. Whether one is a biological father or an 
adoptive father, the child who becomes one’s own possesses 
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 by Kevin Rueda, Yr II Master of Arts  
 in Catholic Philosophical Studies,  
 Diocese of Rockville Centre

Scott Hahn Lecture    —  
St. Joseph and the Eucharist

1 Dr. Scott Hahn, “St Joseph and the Eucharist” (lecture, St. Joseph’s Seminary, 

Dunwoodie, NY, Oct. 2, 2021).  



be a protector of his own people, even after having been 

persecuted, so Joseph the foster father of Jesus proves to 
be a worthy guardian of Jesus and his Mother Mary. The 
one feeds his family bread in a time of a famine, and the 
other becomes the faithful steward of Him who would 
become the Bread of Life! 

The most evocative moments of the lecture drew 
parallels between the earthly fatherhood of the biblical 
Josephs and the fatherhood of priests today. The virtues 
of the just and righteous Josephs of the Bible model for  
those of us on the path to the priesthood the very same 
virtues of chastity and faithfulness found in these figures. 
Just as Joseph was devoted to Mary the Mother of the 
Lord, so must we have a special devotion to Our Lady. 
Like Joseph we must trust God’s Providence when situ- 
ations arise that disturb our hearts (cf. Matt 1:20). We 
must seek to acquire his love, obedience, and docility when 
the times come for us to surrender to God’s plan in our lives.

People often raise the question, why do we call priests 
“Father?” Dr. Hahn shared with the audience how he 
has come to accept his own son, Father Jeremiah Hahn, 
as a priest, even going to confession to him. In the Hahn 
family, the son is spiritual father to the father! 

The Q&A that followed the lecture offered some ex-
cellent advice to us as seminarians and to parents of 
those who might be called to the ordained minstry. 
Discernment is not only a process for every candidate for 
the priesthood, but also one for parents as they identify 
sons who might also be receiving the call to serve in this 
crucially important way in the life of the Church. Both 
mothers and fathers are key to a vocation to the priesthood 
and consecrated life. My own father’s love has led me to 
know and accept the love of God my Father and to pursue 
a path that will one day lead others to call me “Father.” 

Thank you, Dr. Hahn, for leading us last October in 
such a stimulating and encouraging evening of reflec-
tion on our seminary’s patron in the Year of St. Joseph. 
Thank you, St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, for my 
studies in Catholic philosophy these past two years, and 
for providing the opportunity to share this anniversary 
lecture with your brothers at the Cathedral Seminary 
House of Formation in Douglaston. 
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Above: Members of the St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology sell 
books by Dr. Scott Hahn to attendees as his lecture, “St. Joseph and  
the Eucharist.” Below: Dr. Scott Hahn presents his lecture, “St. Joseph 
and the Eucharist” to audience members in the Prayer Hall.



Cantare amantis est — “Singing is for the one who 
loves.” For the seminarian called to love Christ and 

offer a gift of his whole life united to him in priesthood, 
singing calls forth that gift. 

The Schola Cantorum (Latin for “school of singers”)  
is a choir composed of seminarians from St. Joseph’s 
Seminary. Our primary mission is to sing praise to the 
glory of God and for the sanctification and edification  
of all who hear us in the context of the sacred liturgy  
(cf. Sacrosanctum Concilium, 112). 

And at Dunwoodie, this singing for the glory of God 
and the good of the souls of others is always integrated 
into a program of formation oriented towards the  
conformity of all a seminarian has and is to Christ. 

Preparing for our Advent and Christmas concert begins 
in October. Alongside the music we prepare to sing at Mass, 

we are learning music to share at 
the concert. The music is often 
extremely challenging. This year, 
for example, we sang a setting of 
the Medieval poem “There Is No 
Rose” by a composer not much 
older than many of the seminarians 
(Joshua B. Himes, b. 1987). The piece had extremely 
tight harmonies, unexpected turns, and huge contrasts  
in volume and color. Since it was one of the most  
challenging things I’d ever asked the schola to learn,  
I wasn’t sure how it would go. And when I first handed 
out the music in rehearsal, the men weren’t really sure 
they liked how the piece sounded. They sometimes strug-
gled to hear the note they had to sing in a thick chord. 
But as we worked on the piece, our efforts were crowned 
with the fruits of diligence, patience, and generosity. 
Week after week, we were able to sing the piece better 
and better. It sounded magnificent, and the seminarians 
could hear how their hard work was paying off. Eventu-
ally, it became a schola favorite; and we couldn’t wait to 

Advent & Christmas  
Schola Concert 

 By Dr. Jennifer Donelson-Nowicka, Director of Sacred Music
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When we sing for God’s 
glory, we develop our 
abilities to serve the  
people of God with  
generosity and fidelity...
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share it with the audience at the concert, alongside 
the many other pieces we had prepared. 

This experience is typical of the role of the schola  
in the development of the men. They are called to act 
generously, with fidelity to the program of priestly  
formation laid out before them. It can feel daunting;  
and sometimes, one has to simply trust that there is  
grace throughout it all. However, when the seminar-
ians make this gift of self in the formation program, 
they are continuously met with God’s providence, 
achieving things they perhaps never thought possible, 
and bearing fruits they never expected. Year after year, 
the men experience how preparing a concert like this 
enables them to sing even more beautifully in their 
primary work of singing in the liturgy. 

If you weren’t able to join us for the concert this 
year, we invite you to come next December to our 
home — St. Joseph’s Seminary — and hear the music 
we’ve prepared to lift your hearts and minds to the 
Word of God Incarnate. When we sing for God’s glo-
ry, we develop our abilities to serve the people of God 
with generosity and fidelity, and we are happy for you 
to be a part of that experience here at Dunwoodie. 

Opposite Page: Dr. Jennifer Donelson-Nowicka, D.M.A. leads the  
St. Joseph’s Schola in song at the Annual Advent & Christmas Concert.  
Top: Juan Herrera-Posada, II Theology, accompanies a solo by Carlos  
Germosen, III Theology, (not pictured). Above: Bishop James Massa,  
announces the winner of the car raffle after seminarians Stephen  
Rooney, IV Theology, and Raymond Bartolotti, I Theology, pulled  
the winning raffle ticket.
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I n the first volume of his  
Jesus of Nazareth series,  

Pope Benedict XVI eloquently 
expresses the enduring sig-
nificance and value of the historical-critical method in 
biblical studies: “the historical-critical method — specifi-
cally because of the intrinsic nature of theology — is and 
remains an indispensible dimension of exegetical work. 
For it is of the very essence of biblical faith to be about 
real historical events. It does not tell stories symbolizing 
suprahistorical truths, but it is based on history, history 
that took place here on this earth. The factum historicum 
... is not an interchangeable symbolic cipher for the  
biblical faith, but the foundation on which it stands:  
Et incarnatus est — when we say these words, we  
acknowledge God’s actual entry in to real history.”1  
This real history of the first-century Jewish world, and 
the place of Jesus in that world, stands at the heart of the 
scholarship of Msgr. John P. Meier, whose contributions 
Pope Benedict explicitly acknowledges in two of the three 
Jesus of Nazareth volumes. In his February 2022 lec-
ture at Dunwoodie, The Historical Jesus, Msgr. Meier 
offered a general survey and reconsideration of the five 
published volumes of his magnum opus, A Marginal 
Jew, and a preview of where his thought is moving in the 
volume he is currently writing.  If the historical-critical 
method remains “an indispensible dimension of exegetical 
work,” then Msgr. Meier’s scholarship is an indispensible 
aid for an ongoing discernment of both the fruits and 
limits of that method. 

Msgr. Meier Lecture    —  
The Historical Jesus:  
An Overview

Msgr. Meier memorably described the scope of his task 
in the first pages of the first volume of A Marginal Jew: 
“Suppose a Catholic, a Protestant, a Jew, and an agnostic 
— all honest historians cognizant of 1st-century religious 
movements — were locked up in the bowels of the 
Harvard Divinity School library, put on a Spartan diet, 
and not allowed to emerge until they had hammered out 
a consensus document on who Jesus of Nazareth was 
and what he intended in his own time and place ... The 
basic requirement that the consensus document be open 
to verification by any and all persons using the means 
of modern historical research would produce a narrow 
focus, a fragmentary vision, perhaps even distortions.  
Nevertheless, something would be gained. We would 
have a rough draft of what that will-o’-the-wisp, ‘all 
reasonable people,’ could say about the historical Jesus 
... Such a limited consensus statement, which does not 
claim to act as a substitute for the Christ of faith, is the 
modest goal of the present work.”2  Any description of 
the so-called “historical Jesus” is, Msgr. Meier reminded 
us, a modern construct and abstraction, making use of 
and delineated by modern historical research, goals, 
method, and criteria.   

There have been surprises for Msgr. Meier during  
the 34 years of the Marginal Jew project: the fact that 
it has resulted in five published volumes instead of a 
single book; misunderstandings surrounding the term 
“marginal;”the difficulties involved in putting to rest 
the alleged superiority of the Coptic Gospel of Thomas 
over the synoptic Gospels when questions of historicity 
are raised; the sparsity of reliable historical sources for 
1st century Judaism; the difficulty of making histor-
ically verifiable statements about the Sadducees and 
Pharisees; and, questions regarding the social, political, 
and religious biases and agendas of Josephus. Perhaps 
the most surprising turning point for Msgr. Meier came 
while working on his third volume, as he realized that, 
rather than addressing classical questions that Christian 
searches for the historical Jesus had raised, it is essential 

1 Pope Benedict XVI, Jesus of Nazareth: From the Baptism in the Jordan to the 

Transfiguration (New York: Doubleday, 2007), xv.

2 John P. Meier, A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, vol. 1 (New 

York: Doubleday, 1991), 1-2.

 By Father Richard Smith, Priest 
 of the Arcdiocese of New York,  
 Adjunct Professor
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to understand Jesus as a 1st century Jew immersed  
in the questions and issues of 1st century Judaism if  
one wants to get to the heart of the matter. This self- 
described “intellectual conversion” determined his  
approach as he took up Jesus’ relationship to the Law 
and the parables, in volumes four and five, respectively.

In his reflections on those most recently published  
volumes, Msgr. Meier offered an interesting perspective 
on the “historical Jesus” vs. the “Christ of faith” dichot-
omy that can often inform both scholarly and popular 
discussion. The “historical Jesus” is portrayed as inclusive, 
not morally demanding, and non-dogmatic, while the 
“Christ of faith” is frequently characterized as rigid, 

morally demanding, 
and dogmatic, con-
structed according to 
the needs and agendas 
of the early Church — 
a kind of “good guy” 
vs. “bad guy” for  

too many people. Against such stereotypes, Msgr.  
Meier indicated that the tests of historical criteria 
would place Jesus’ absolute prohibitions on swearing/
oath-taking and divorce firmly under the column of 
“historical Jesus,” while placing the majority of Jesus’ 
narrative parables (and, most especially, Lucan parables 
such as the Prodigal Son) under the “Christ of faith” 
(i.e., as products of the creativity of the early Church  
or the evangelist). 

Msgr. Meier suggested that the central rule in the 
search for the historical Jesus is letting the chips fall 
where they may — sometimes the chips fall in unex-
pected places.

Bishop James Massa (left) and Fr. William Cleary (right) present a  
Book of Gospels to Msgr. John Meier (center) after his lecture. 

Any description of the so-called “historical Jesus” is,  
Msgr. Meier reminded us, a modern construct and  
abstraction, making use of and delineated by modern  
historical research, goals, method, and criteria.   
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St. Joseph’s Seminary concluded 
its 125th anniversary celebration 

with a closing Mass in the main 
chapel of the seminary at 4:30 pm, 
on Thursday, March 24, 2022.  
After the Mass, the seminary hosted 
a Gala dinner at X2O Xaviar’s 
on the Hudson Restaurant in 
downtown Yonkers, beginning at 6pm. A simultaneous 
reception followed the Mass in the seminary dining hall 
for all other guests.

A crowded chapel joined Cardinal Dolan, the principal 
celebrant, seventeen other bishops, and more than forty 
priests at the Mass for the Vigil of the Annunciation. 
Cardinal Edwin O’Brien, former rector of Dunwoodie 
 — and also former Grand Master of the Equestrian 
Order of the Holy Sepulchre, Archbishop Emeritus of 
Baltimore, and Archbishop Emeritus for the Military 
Services — was the evening’s honoree. He delivered a 
characteristically substantive homily on the role of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in the life of the Christian. Present 
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Gala for Closing of  
the 125th Anniversary

 By Fr. William Cleary, Vice Rector
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Cardinal Dolan addresses seminarians before the closing Mass.

The Gala dinner at X2O Xaviar’s on the Hudson Restaurant in downtown Yonkers.



at the Mass were several of Cardinal O’Brien’s friends, 
who greeted him warmly afterwards. The Mayor of 
Yonkers, the Honorable Mike Spano, was on hand to 
present both the seminary and Cardinal O’Brien with 
civic proclamations for the occasion. 

The Gala at X2O Xaviar’s on the Hudson began with 
a cocktail hour at 6pm, continued with dinner at 7pm, 
and featured a short program from 8pm until 8:40pm.  
Members of the St. Joseph’s Seminary staff as well as  
the Archdiocesan offices of development and events 
were present to greet and direct around 200 guests for 
this elegant evening. After the cocktail hour, guests 

found their seats and were greeted by the Emcee, Mrs. 
Mary Calvi, who is Mayor Spano’s wife and a television 
news anchor for WCBS-TV here in New York. Bishop 
Brennan led grace before the meal.   

The formal program began with a brief performance 
by the seminary schola, including two patriotic pieces 
in light of Cardinal O’Brien’s distinguished service as an 
Army chaplain and Archbishop for the Military Services. 
Seminarian Steven McClernon next introduced a video 
on Cardinal O’Brien’s life and ministry as a priest and 
bishop. This video was produced by seminarians in  
cooperation with the Catholic Faith Network, a service 
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An aerial view of the Schola warming up before the evening festivities begin.
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of the Diocese of Rockville Centre based partially at 
Dunwoodie. After the video, Bishop Massa introduced 
the inaugural Archbishop Corrigan Founder’s Medal, 
which was presented by Cardinal Dolan to Cardinal 
O’Brien in recognition of his tremendous service to  
seminary education and the wider mission of the Church. 
Cardinal O’Brien accepted the award and spoke warmly 
of his affection for the seminary, sharing a few stories 
from his priestly ministry of over fifty-seven years.  
Cardinal Dolan offered his own congratulations and a 
few remarks before Bishop Barres closed the evening 
with a prayer of thanksgiving.

A short description cannot capture adequately the  
feeling of friendship and admiration in the room that 
night. Cardinal O’Brien’s love for Dunwoodie came 
across clearly in his remarks. But the affection and  
respect for Cardinal O’Brien was also unmistakable,  

as his various successors and coworkers, his fellow  
bishops, his former seminarians, and life-long friends 
all had a chance to send their well-wishes by means of 
the video or in person. I left thinking about the human 
bonds that God has created by means of the priests and 
laypeople who have studied and shared the faith at  
St. Joseph’s Seminary.

Overall, the closing Mass and Gala offered an import-
ant fundraising opportunity for the ongoing support 
of the Seminary. But it succeeded at something greater: 
reminding us of the pride we can take in the history of 
our school, manifested most brilliantly in the lives and 
careers of our students. May we hand that sense of  
mission and purpose on to those who come after us!
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The Honorable Mike Spano, the Mayor of 
Yonkers, presents Cardinal Edwin O’Brien 
with a proclamation from the City of Yonkers.

Mary Calvi, CBS News anchor, emcees the Gala.

Kate Feighery (right), Archdiocese of New 
York Archives Director, with Gala guests, 
Michael & Sue Boulhosa.

The Closing Mass and Gala succeeded  
at something greater: reminding us of  
the pride we can take in the history of  
our school, manifested most brilliantly  
in the lives and careers of our students.
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Cardinal Dolan celebrates Mass at the closing of the 125th Anniversary.
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This academic year, the fourth-year 
seminarians had the privilege of 

going on pilgrimage to Rome, Italy 
during spring break. The day after the 
125th Anniversary Closing Mass and 
Gala, Bishop Massa, our Rector, Fr. 
Michael Bruno, Dean of Seminarians, 
and Fr. Donald Guglielmi, Spiritual Director and Professor 
of Spiritual Theology, led the fourth-year seminarians on 
an eight-day tour of holy sites that are dear to our Catho-
lic faith and in a particular way to our priestly vocations. 

Once we landed in Rome on Saturday morning, April 
26, we immediately boarded a bus and drove two hours 
north to the town of Assisi, which is the home of the 
universally beloved Franciscan saints, Francis and Clare. 
While in Assisi, we roamed the medieval streets, partook 
of the delicious Umbrian cuisine, celebrated Mass in the 
Basilica, and meditated on the Cross before which St. 

Francis heard the call of Jesus to rebuild his church. Like 
the band of brothers who gathered around Il Poverello 
(“the Poor One”), we walked to San Damiano, a church 
and monastery built in the 12th century devoted to St. 
Clare. The seminarians climbed Mount Subasio (the faculty 
took a taxi!) to visit the Eremo delle Carceri, an eight-
hundred-year-old settlement for Franciscan hermits, from 
which one gets a spectacular view of the old town and 
newer neighborhoods built at the bottom of the mountain. 
After our two days in Assisi, we traveled south to Rome, 
stopping on the way in the beautiful town of Orvieto. In 
the place that had once been a papal residence, we visited 
the Piazza Duomo, which is home to the Corporal of  
Bolsena, the relic of a famous Eucharistic miracle (a 
“bleeding Host”). After touring the basilica and admiring 
the frescoes of Luca Signorelli, we had a terrific pranzo 
(lunch) that featured some of the Italian meats and wines 
that are native to the region. Later that evening in Rome, 
we were welcomed at the Pontifical North American Col-
lege (our residence for the next six days) by seminarians 
studying there and by Fr. John Cush, who will be joining 
our Dunwoodie faculty next fall. 

On the first day in Rome, Gracelyn Monaco, the sister 

10-Day Pilgrimage to Rome 
for Fourth Year Seminarians

 By Deacon Logan Nilsen, IV Theology, Diocese of Camden

Left to right: Fr. Michael Bruno, Colin Lomnitzer, Jinwoo Nam, Stephen Rooney, Bishop James  
Massa, Christopher Heller, Logan Nilsen, Br. Jorge Ramirez Quiles, Br. Seraphim Baalbaki, and  
Fr. Donald Guglielmi surround the Holy Father Pope Francis at the General Audience.



of our Dunwoodie professor, Fr. David Monaco, gave 
us an enthralling tour of the Vatican Museum and the 
Sistine Chapel. As a professional tour guide, Gracelyn 
had wonderful anecdotes about papal history and Italian 
culture that are not found in the usual guidebooks. Her 
insights into the chapel frescoes of Michelangelo and other 
works by Raphael and the Renaissance masters convinced 
us all that we would need to return many times to the 
Museum to absorb these great Catholic treasures.

Both Gracelyn and Fr. Bruno, who is a professor  
of Church History at the seminary, provided excellent 
commentaries over the following days as we visited the 
Roman basilicas — St. Paul Outside the Walls, St. John 
Lateran, and St. Mary Major — the Roman Colosseum, 
the Catacombs of St. Calistus, and, of course, St. Peter’s 
Basilica, where we celebrated Mass at the Tomb of the 
first Apostle and Pope. We walked in the footsteps of 
saints and martyrs, pausing to pray at each place and 
pondering how our own priestly calling has been shared 
by so many great heroes of the past.  

A real highlight of the trip for all of us took place on 
Wednesday, March 30, while attending the General Audi-
ence with the Holy Father. Pope Francis reflected on the 
two elderly persons in the Gospel of Luke, Simeon and 
Anna, and how they offer us a witness of trust in God’s 
promises and thereby serve as a bridge between generations. 
Much to our amazement, as the audience was winding 
down, Bishop Massa managed to get permission for us to 
go up on the stage and personally meet the Holy Father, 
who placed on his head a white zucchetto that my two 
classmates, Stephen Rooney and Chris Heller, had given 
him. After taking several photos with us, Pope Francis 
looked at our group of soon-to-be priests and said in a 
kindly, fatherly voice: “Be medicine for the Church!” 
That was an unforgettable experience!

What makes a pilgrimage such a special time are not 
only the holy places we visit and all the reminders of our 
wonderful Catholic heritage, but also the bonds of friend-
ship that are deepened by sharing the experience with 
others. Visiting Rome in the weeks leading up to our ordi-
nation as priests has been a special gift for my classmates 
and me in this 125th anniversary year of our seminary.
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Seminarians visit the Duomo in Orvieto during their Pilgrimage.



family. He had turned eighty in June and was extremely 
healthy for his age. Up until the time of his illness, he 
was a security guard at Plainview-Old Bethpage School 
District, a little league umpire, and a self-proclaimed  
nutritionist, all while maintaining his house with his wife, 
Jo-Ann. As the days turned into weeks, we remained 
hopeful that he was going to overcome this disease.

On November 13, our hopes of a speedy recovery were 
dashed when he was placed on a ventilator. Throughout 
the next two weeks, our family cried together, called and 
texted one another every day, had daily phone calls with 
the doctors at the hospital, and prayed for a miracle. 
During this time, the bioethics course was addressing 
end-of-life care, particularly the ordinary and extraordi-
nary means of keeping someone alive. At times, it was 
too difficult to complete the assignments. No longer was 
I merely reading and studying these methods; I was living 
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Loss During COVID:  
A Pastoral Year Reflection

As we celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of St. Joseph’s 

Seminary, I would like to offer 
a personal reflection about how 
the formation we receive at the 
seminary took on a deeper  
meaning and urgency for me 
during the COVID-19 Pandemic. When my grandfather 
became seriously ill and eventually passed away from  
the disease, the lessons we learn about morality and end-
of-life issues jumped out of the classroom and into my 
family’s life.  I believe that God will use my struggle to 
apply the Gospel to this very personal situation to be a 
better minister of His hope to others. 

Early in my pastoral assignment at St. Patrick’s Church 
in Huntington, Bishop Barres asked me to enroll in a 
bioethics course directed by the National Catholic Bio-
ethics Conference (NCBC). The course included weekly 
assignments related to special moral issues such as abortion, 
contraception, the responsibilities of Catholic health care 
institutions and end-of-life care. These are all topics we 
study at the seminary, but this course was designed to 
delve deeper into case studies and the religious and legal 
ramifications of each topic. The COVID-19 pandemic 
added an additional layer of realism to the course, 
especially when lessons were centered upon the rights 
and responsibilities of Catholic hospitals. Additionally, 
the course examined the rights of patients and family 
members, and their access to the sacraments, an issue 
that seemed to be overlooked during this time. 

Up until October, all of these topics were theoretical 
to me. I was able to carefully analyze the Church’s stance 
on specific issues, read the given information from the 
NCBC, and draw a conclusion. However, when my 
grandfather, Tony Monaco, was diagnosed with COVID 
-19, all the theoretical issues became a nightmare for my 

 By Steven A. McClernon, III Theology,  
 Diocese of Rockville Centre



them. We were that family having to make difficult  
decisions about my grandpa. Reality and hope began  
to paint a bleak picture, and I avoided any questions or 
materials that concerned extraordinary means. Some-
thing that had once seemed so easy to solve in theory 
became incredibly difficult. Less than three weeks earlier, 
my grandfather and I were had been watching football 
and discussing the benefits of reopening high school sports 
— now, he was on a ventilator, unable to communicate 
with us. 

We never envisioned the decisions we would have to 
make on behalf of our patriarch. We spent a lot of time 
talking with doctors about his prognosis, praying and 
endlessly hoping for some sign of recovery, and talking 
about Grandpa’s best interest, and the possible ramifi-
cations he would endure if he came off the ventilator. 
When you are in the business of bringing faith and hope 
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to others, at times it seems impossible to bring them to 
your family. For four years of my seminary journey, it 
had seemed fun to learn more about Catholic teachings 
and incorporate them into everyday life. Yet when faced 
with a difficult scenario, it became challenging to apply 
the bioethics curriculum to this difficult family circum-
stance. But as Catholics, we know that Jesus never 
promised we would avoid hardship just because we 
follow him.

Nonetheless, the horrible experience we endured gave 
us new insights. We were consoled by compassionate 
nurses and doctors through our five weeks of sorrow, 
and we witnessed the torment that they had been experi-
encing since March. Through priests and friends, we saw 
the Church come to our aid in numerous ways — visiting 
the hospital room to administer last rites and leading 
us in prayer at the cemetery. We learned a lot about 
the horrors of end-of-life issues. An experience like this 
completely changes the way we think about the issues, 
but now we can better understand the suffering so many 
people across the world have endured and will continue 
to endure. Prior to this experience, I operated under the 
presumption that we should keep life going at any cost. 
However, I have learned it is not that simple. 

Although I received a thorough education at the Sem-
inary, it did not become real until I put it into practice. 
All the discussions about special moral issues, end-of-life 
care, and extraordinary-versus-ordinary means, helped 
me discern possible routes to take with my family. What 
was once theoretical academic talk, became a reality. 
Now, I am better able to empathize with thousands of 
other families who endure similar situations. I realize 
that what we learn in the classroom—both the joy of   
the Gospel and the difficult aspects of Catholic social 
teaching—can only be fully understood when we are 
forced to dive into the messy, difficult situations that all 
Christians must inevitably face. Only when we engage 
these issues honestly and in the reality of our own lives 
will we be able to share the saving message of Christ  
and His Church with others. 

I realize that what we learn 
in the classroom ... can only 
be fully understood when we 
are forced to dive into the 
messy, difficult situations 
that all Christians must  
inevitably face.



I n September of 1989, John Cardinal O’Connor, the 
former Archbishop of New York, wrote a beautiful 

pastoral letter to his priests entitled “Always a Priest,  
Always Present.” In the letter, Cardinal O’Connor 
sought to encourage and inspire his sons to a renewed 
fidelity to their priestly consecration, in which their lives 
were fully given over to Christ for the sake of drawing 
His people ever closer to Him. As I read and reflected 
on this letter in preparation for my own ordination to 
the priesthood, I thought continually of the late Msgr. 
Michael Curran, my former advisor and mentor here at 
the seminary. In so many ways, Msgr. Curran embodied 
what it means to truly be a priest. As I reflected on  
Cardinal O’Connor’s document, two areas which  

immediately jumped out at me as being exemplified by 
Msgr. Curran were his radical embrace of suffering and 
his continual presence among those he was called to serve. 
 Cardinal O’Connor firmly believed that, following the 
example of Jesus, our great High Priest, suffering is part 
of the essence of what it means to be a priest. Speaking 
about priests who were battling illness, he wrote, “I truly 
believe that the priest hospitalized with a debilitating 
illness, feeling helpless and vulnerable, is quintessentially 
a priest during that period. When united with Christ 
crucified, he is immensely powerful.” Msgr. Curran ex-
emplified this perhaps more than any other priest I have 
ever met. Throughout his priesthood, he frequently dealt 
with serious illness, more than most people encounter 
in a lifetime. Yet, he bore all of it with such dignity and 
grace, never complaining and always maintaining his 
sense of humor even until his last days. It was clear that 
his immense suffering and trials led to a deep sense of 
sanctity, much deeper than any of us could probably 
imagine. Someday in heaven I imagine that I will discover 
just how many sacrifices he offered for me and my 
brother seminarians. 

Msgr. Curran’s sufferings also equipped him with a 
supernatural sense of empathy. After losing my father 
to cancer two months before beginning my studies here 
at Dunwoodie, I was met by an advisor who was truly 
a father to me, understanding my own suffering and 
accompanying me with compassion, understanding, and 
true charity. During my third year, as my mother also 
battled cancer, Msgr. Curran was there for me, even as 
he underwent his own treatments for throat cancer. His 
own sufferings enabled him to enter into the sufferings  
of others and offer his life in a true priestly fashion. 

Another quality of a good priest which Cardinal 
O’Connor highlighted and Msgr. Curran gave flesh to 
was that of always being present. Speaking about priests 
who are always present, O’Connor writes, “Above all, 
their continuing presence, day after day, makes clear 
their conviction that they are ordained for the people, 
are committed to the people, have no substantive inter-
est except the people.” This was certainly the case with 
Msgr. Curran. Even before his illness became acute, 
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Msgr. Michael Curran
 By Deacon Stephen Robbins, Yr 4 Seminarian,  
 IV Theology, Diocese of Camden

October  
01, 1955 –  
October  
10, 2021



in his wheelchair in some of his last days among us.
We, as a seminary community, give thanks to God for 

the gift that Msgr. Curran was to our community. The 
way he bore his immense sufferings with such grace and 
desire to be present to us even in the midst of his diffi-
culties make him a model for the kind of priest we all 
aspire to be. Every time one thinks of Msgr. Curran, one 
cannot help but smile. As Cardinal Dolan beautifully 
noted at the Vigil Mass for Msgr.’s funeral, Msgr. 
Curran’s sense of humor could only have come from 
an abundance of the virtue of hope. In this same spirit 
of hope, we pray for the eternal repose of his soul and 
ask his prayers for us, that we might be joyful and holy 
priests like him.
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Msgr. Curran could be seen at all seminary events: in the 
classroom, at meals, at Mass, at Morning and Evening 
Prayer each day, at community sporting events, sitting 
before the Blessed Sacrament in Eucharistic adoration 
each night, and even at house music rehearsal. He was 
a shepherd who desired always to be among his flock, 
which happened to be us. This was also the case during 
his time as a pastor, staying with his flock in Breezy 
Point despite the dangers of Hurricane Sandy and  
opening the Church to his parishioners in their time  
of great need. After undergoing his cancer treatments, 
all he wanted was to return to the Seminary and be with 
the men for whom he had given his life. I was extremely 
moved to be able to help wheel him around the Seminary 

Father Kevin O’Reilly
       By Michael Coleman, Yr 2 Seminarian,  
 II Theology, Archdiocese of New York

November 
23, 1969 –  
February  
1, 2021

Fr. Kevin J. O’Reilly truly had a gift for comingling 
the sublime with the ridiculous. He was for the 

generation of students whom he taught a witty professor, 
a conscientious dean, and an accomplished musician. 

Week after week, the seminarians enrolled in one of 
his courses would hear expounded the Church’s treasured 
doctrines alongside slap-stick humor borrowed from 
contemporary culture. Fr. Kevin had a gift for telling 
hilarious stories about local clergy and interspersing pre-
sentations on obscure theological topics with one-liners 
from comedic personalities like Rodney Dangerfield and 
Jerry Seinfeld. He infused classroom learning with joy 
and helped us see that the truths of faith are not removed 
from the real-life experiences of ordinary people. 

Fr. Kevin was charismatic in both the common and 
original senses of that word. He had many gifts (charis-
mata). Many of us treasure the memories of his banjo 
playing at seminary socials and as part of the Black 
Train Grey Smoke Band, which performed in Manhattan 
back in December 2019 at a Catholic Underground 
meeting sponsored by the Franciscan Friars of the 
Renewal. I was a member of that band and recall that 
some of our best moments were when Fr. Kevin went solo. 

The Catholic Underground evenings for young adults 
took place in the basement of Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church on East 90th Street, where Fr. Kevin 
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had worked as a sacristan during his college years when 
he was a student at Columbia University. The pastor at 
the time was Fr. Kevin’s uncle, the late Fr. William M. 
Creaven, who spent years serving lower-income communi-
ties in New York City. That evening with the seminarians, 
friars and other young adults brought back for Fr. Kevin 
a flood of memories from the time when he was a young 
undergraduate discerning his own path in life. 

That path took Fr. Kevin through four years of theo-
logical studies at St. Joseph’s Seminary, where he was a 
stellar student. After ordination in 1996 (as part of the 
seminary’s centenary class), he was a parish priest at Our 
Lady of the Angels in the Bronx. There he developed a 
love for preaching and celebrating Mass, something he 
would do for the remainder of his ministry, sometimes in 
two or three languages on a given Sunday! 

After three years as a parish priest, the late Cardinal 
John O’Connor assigned Fr. Kevin to studies at Rome’s 
Gregorian University. In 2006, he earned a distinguished 
doctorate in dogmatic theology, writing his dissertation 
under the eminent Jesuit theologian, Fr. Gerald O’Collins. 
His mentor said of him: “From the start of his doctoral 
research with me, Kevin showed himself highly intelligent 

and diligent. He never pushed conclusions beyond what 
the evidence warranted, and wrote a clear, well-argued 
thesis. It was a pleasure and a joy to work with him.”

That same disciplined approach made its way into Fr. 
Kevin’s highly acclaimed courses at Dunwoodie (2006-
2021) and into his service in seminary administration 
(2010-2021). My fellow band members and I saw it 
amply demonstrated in his music. Nothing he did was 
lacking in energy and creativity. He always held his  
audience’s attention, whether he was illustrating the 
three divine Persons of the Trinity using his favorite 
analogy of “the Pizza,” or doing an encore of Bluegrass 
improvisation at the young adult gatherings in Manhattan. 
We will never forget Fr. Kevin O’Reilly. His priesthood, 
his joy and wit, his love of Catholic truth and parochial 
service, have all left an indelible mark on all of us, semi-
narians, priests, permanent deacons, and lay students of 
theology. 

I cannot help but return in my thoughts to those 
evenings with him in the basement at Our Lady of Good 
Counsel. That’s where his priestly path took shape. That’s 
where mine found an inspiration that will remain with 
me for many years to come.   

Over three years 
have passed since 
that performance, 
and people still 
talk about that one 
night and the banjo 
playing priest.

  By Joseph Haas, I Theology, Archdiocese of New York
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For many years, St. Joseph’s Seminary has benefitted 
from the generosity of the Fordham Jesuit community. 

Among the priests who hold a special place in the hearts 
of seminarians of recent times is Father Joseph W. Koterski, 
S.J., who went home to the Lord on August 9th, the Feast 
of the philosopher Carmelite martyr, Edith Stein (St. Teresa 
Benedicta of the Cross). He passed away while directing a 
religious retreat on Enders Island in Connecticut.  

Fr. Koterski helped to design the Master of Arts in 
Catholic Philosophical Studies (MACPS) degree, a program 
which pre-theologians (those who enter seminary with 
a college degree) take while receiving formation at the 
Cathedral Seminary House of Formation in Douglaston. 
I was among the students privileged to have had Fr. Kot-
erski in class back in 2021. He communicated to all of 
us who were discerning a path to the priesthood a deep 
love for Truth as revealed in the created world and in 
the revelation of Christ. Always, he would challenge us 
to identify the telos — the end and purpose — of things 
and the actions of persons. He made us think deeply 
about matters of ultimate importance. 

Like our seminary’s patron and his namesake, Fr. Kot-
erski had a humble and gentle spirit, open to whatever 
God asked of him. For many seminarians, he was also a 
spiritual director and confessor. As brilliant as he was, he 
took interest in our family backgrounds and everything 

we were doing in formation. He radiated an infectious joy 
in pursuing the intellectual journey, always eager to show 
us the connections between great ideas in the Catholic tra-
dition and the decisions we make in ordinary life. His love 
for seminarians, religious sisters, and Fordham undergrad-
uates was both fatherly and fraternal.

Father Koterski was an accomplished scholar. His sixty- 
page curriculum vitae makes reference to the hundreds 
of books, articles, homilies, lectures and conferences that 
encompassed his life’s work. In different phases of his 
near thirty years at Fordham, he was the chair of the 
philosophy department, the master of the Queen’s Court 
Residential Community for undergraduates, and the recip-
ient of numerous awards for teaching. Fr. Koterski served 
as editor-in-chief of International Philosophical Quarterly 
and Faculty for Life, and also as the two-term president of 
the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars.

As one of his students, I fondly recall a conversation 
with Fr. Koterski about a paper topic I was exploring in 
his course back in 2021. We began discussing the problem 
of evil in Catholic philosophical thought, but the conver-
sation turned quickly to a personal account of how the 
struggle to comprehend suffering in the world made by 
a good God became a focus in his life as a young person. 
After sharing that I had carried similar crosses, he turned 
to me and said: “Joe, we become better disciples when we 
truly unite our minds and hearts with Jesus who suffered 
for us. He will use you as a priest to help others carry 
maybe the same cross, or some very similar crosses as 
the ones you now carry.” 

Fr. Koterski’s ministry changed many lives for “the greater 
glory of God” (the Jesuit motto: Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam). 
Like the Sisters of Life, the Missionaries of Charity, the 
undergraduates, graduate students, faculty and Jesuits of 
Fordham (and so many others who studied his writings and 
had him as their retreat master), we men of Douglaston and 
Dunwoodie will miss this holy and brilliant priest. 

We call on St. Joseph our patron and St. Ignatius of 
Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, to pray for us that we, 
future priests, might have a share in Fr. Koterski’s profound 
love of Christ, evangelizing through simple works of love 
and mercy that God will give us to do on the journey ahead.

Father Joseph Koterski S.J.
  By Joseph Haas, I Theology, Archdiocese of New York

November 
28, 1953 –  
August 
9, 2021
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Fr. John P. Cush is a 
priest for the Dio-

cese of Brooklyn, having 
grown up in Windsor 
Terrace and Park Slope. 
He attended Cathedral 
Preparatory Seminary for 
high school and St. John’s 
University, where he 
earned a B.A. in English 
and Philosophy. Fr. Cush 
studied for the priesthood 
at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome and earned an S.T.B and 
S.T.L. from the Pontifical Gregorian University. In 2013, 
Fr. Cush completed his Doctorate in Sacred Theology 
(S.T.D.) in the field of fundamental theology at the  
Pontifical Gregorian University.

From 2004-2012, Fr. Cush was assigned as a full-time 
teacher at Cathedral Preparatory Seminary, Elmhurst, 
where he taught Italian, English, Fine Arts, and Religion 
and was the spiritual director. During these years, he  
also taught at the Brooklyn Diocesan Diaconate Formation 
Program, the Diocesan Pastoral Institute for Lay Formation, 
the Diocesan Liturgical Ministry Training Workshops, 
the Diocesan Pre-Cana Program, and as an adjunct pro-
fessor for pre-theology at the Cathedral Seminary House 
of Formation, Douglaston, New York. Additionally, Fr. 
Cush was a part of the Brooklyn Diocesan Ecumenical 
Commission and served as a censor librorum.

In 2015, Fr. Cush joined the faculty at the Pontifical 
North American College in Rome, Italy as an assistant 
vice-rector, and then as an academic dean. He has been 
an adjunct associate professor of Theology at the Pontif-
ical Gregorian University, an adjunct associate professor 
of Church History and Social Communications at the 
Pontifical University of the Holy Cross, and an adjunct 
professor of Theology at the Pontifical University of 
Saint Thomas Aquinas. In 2016, Fr. Cush had the oppor-
tunity to study for certification as a seminary spiritual 

Reverend John P. Cush, S.T.D. director at the Institute for Priestly Formation, located  
at Creighton University, Omaha, Nebraska. 

Fr. Cush is a regular contributor to the Tablet, The 
Evangelist, Homiletic and Pastoral Review, National 
Catholic Register, and Church Life Journal. Fr. Cush  
authored The How-to Book of Catholic Theology, as 
well as two books on priestly formation forthcoming 
from Word on Fire Press and the Institute of Priestly 
Formation Press.

Fr. Cush joins St. Joseph’s Seminary as a full-time 
professor of dogmatic theology and external formation 
advisor. In the 2022-2023 Academic Year, he will be 
teaching classes both in dogmatic theology and sacra-
mental theology.

Fr. Randall Soto, S.T.D. 
was born in San José, 

Costa Rica and became an 
American citizen in 2017. 
In 1986, he earned a Bach-
elor’s in Philosophy at the 
Seminario Central of San 
José and a MA in Theolo-
gy at Saint Joseph’s Semi-
nary of the Archdiocese of 
New York (Class of 1991). 
He obtained a Licentiate in 
Biblical Theology in 1996, 
as well as his Doctorate in Biblical Theology in 2003. 

Fr. Soto has been a Professor of Sacred Scripture and 
Biblical Languages at the Pontifical North American 
College for the Pontifical Gregorian University and 
the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross in Rome 
(2017- 2022). He has also served as a parish priest, as a 
professor of Old and New Testament at the Universidad 
Católica of Costa Rica and the Seminario Central de San 
José, Costa Rica (1996-2000 and 2003-2004), as Director 
of Faith Enculturation and Censor Librorum in the Arch-
diocese of San José (2003-2004), as Professor for Rensse-

Reverend Randy Soto, S.T.D.

Introducing New Faculty for the 2022-23 Academic Year
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laer College in the Permanent Diaconate Program  
of Lafayette- in-Indiana (2004-2006), as Censor  
Librorum, Formator and Professor of New Testament 
and Biblical Languages at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary  
in the Archdiocese of St. Louis, MO (2005-2009  
and 2011-2017), as a Professor of New Testament  
at the Instituto Ciencias Religiosas in Toledo, Spain  
(2010-2011), and as Professor of Dogmatic Theology 
and Sacred Scripture for the online program of Holy 
Apostles Seminary, CT (2007-2022).

Fr. Soto has been the founder and editor of three  
academic journals: Theandrika (1986-1994) at the  
Seminario Central of San José, Vox Christi (2012-2016) 
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in Saint Louis, and Ex  
Latere Christi (2019- 2022) at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome. He contributed to the  
foot-notes of the Spanish edition of the Biblia de  
Navarra Popular, edited by MTF in 2007. He also  
recently published in Rome a Greek-English Lexicon  
of the New Testament (2019) and was the editor of the 
Third Edition of the Manual of Prayers (2021) of the 
Pontifical North American College in Rome.

In the 2022-2023 academic year at St. Joseph’s, Fr. Soto 
will be teaching courses on “The Prophets,” “Introduction 
to the New Testament,” “Johannine Literature,” and 
“Pauline and Johannine Literature.” He will also serve 
as an internal forum spiritual director to seminarians.

Charles Camosy, Ph.D., will be joining Saint  
Joseph’s Seminary in the 2022-2023 academic  

year as the Msgr. Michael J. Curran Fellow in Moral 
Theology. In the forthcoming year, Dr. Camosy will 
teach two courses, lead faculty colloquia, give two 
public lectures, and author an original piece for the 
Dunwoodie Review.

Dr. Camosy has been Associate Professor of Theologi-
cal and Social Ethics at Fordham University and joined  
the seminary as a Distinguished Visiting Scholar 
through the fall 2021 semester. Dr. Camosy’s published 
articles have appeared in the American Journal of  
Bioethics, the Journal of Medicine and Philosophy,  
the Journal of the Catholic Health Association, the  
San Francisco Chronicle, the Washington Post, the  
Los Angeles Times, the New York Daily News and 
America magazine. He is the author of four books. 
Too Expensive to Treat? (Eerdmans) was a 2011 
award-winner with the Catholic Media Association,  
Peter Singer and Christian Ethics (Cambridge) was 
named a 2012 “best book” with ABC Religion and 
Ethics, and For Love of Animals (Franciscan) was  
featured in the “Beliefs” section of the New York 
Times. He is author most recently of Losing Our  
Dignity: How Secularized Medicine is Undermining  
Fundamental Human Equality (New City Press, 2021).

Charles Camosy, Ph.D.

Introducing New Faculty for the 2022-23 Academic Year
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Above: Dunwoodie takes the trophy for the basketball competition from the Cathedral Seminary House of For-
mation (Douglaston) at the Spring Semester Inter-Seminary Annual Games, February 2022. Right: Dunwoodie 
wins the basketball game against Douglaston at the Spring Inter-Seminary Games, February 2022.

Cardinal Edwin O’Brien joins members of the Equestrian Order of the Holy 
Sepulchre after the 125th Anniverary Closing Mass, March 2022. 

Above: St. Joseph’s Schola sings at the Gala for the Closing of the 125th 
Anniversary, March 2022. Below: 125th Anniversary Closing Mass.
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Above: St. Joseph’s Schola sings at the Gala for the Closing of the 125th 
Anniversary, March 2022. Below: 125th Anniversary Closing Mass.

Cardinal Edwin O’Brien receives 
the Archbishop Michael A. Corrigan 
Founder’s Medal at the Gala,  
March 2022.
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 New and returning seminarians visit the Shrine of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini in 
Washington Heights, Manhattan, during the pre-semester workshops, August 2021.

Tara Muldoon, winner of the Annual Advent and 
Christmas Concert Raffle, sits in her brand new 
2022 Toyota Rav4 as Sal Everolino, President of 
Trinity Auto, looks on and hands Tara the keys, 
April 2022.

Welcome Committee for new seminarians, August 2021.
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 New and returning seminarians visit the Shrine of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini in 
Washington Heights, Manhattan, during the pre-semester workshops, August 2021.

Bishop Massa conducts a workshop for new and returning seminarians, August 2021.

Welcome Committee for new seminarians, August 2021.

Dunwoodie hosts the Annual Inter-Seminary Day with the Cathedral Seminary House of Formation 
(Douglaston), with Douglaston taking home the trophy for the athletic competition, September 2021.

Cardinal Dolan celebrates the Vigil Mass for Msgr. Michael Curran, October 2021.
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Admission to Candidacy, November 2021.  Front row: Timothy Mulranen, Paul Zwolak,Thomas Piro, Jerome 
Harkins, Livinus Idag, David Birkdale, Back Row: Robert Ruggiero, Thibaut Sardet, Bishop James Massa, Bishop 
Andrzej Zglejjszweski (main celebrant), Herley Mendez, Joseph Haas, Raymond Bartolotti, Vincent Castaldi.
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Left: Rockville Centre seminarians, Christopher Heller and Stephen Rooney, take the Oath of Fidelity. Right: Bishop John 
Barres receives the promise of obedience from Christopher Heller at diaconate ordination, November 2021.

Cardinal Dolan dedicates an icon of St. Michael the Archangel 
in memory of of Msgr. Michael Curran, November 2021.

Father Ernest, Academic Dean, introduces 
Dr. Charles Camosy for his public lecture, 
November 2021.
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End of Semester Mass & Luncheon, December 2021. Left: Board member, Sam Romanzo attends 
the End of the Semester Mass. Right: Vicky Dooley, receptionist, receives the Eucharist.  
Below: The opening procession for the End of the Fall Semester Mass.
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Left: Fadi Kandah, 1st Year Seminarian of the Latin  
Patriarchate of Jerusalem at Christmas Luncheon.  
Above: Fr. Michael Bruno greets the seminary community  
at the End of the Semester Christmas Luncheon. 
Below: Closing recessional for the end of the semester Mass. 
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